University Research Committee Meeting
Monday, October 9, 2006

Minutes

Attendees: Kitty Murphy, Aldo Billingslea, Linda Campbell, Diane Jonte-Pace, Stephen Smith, Timothy Urdan, Betty Young, and Brad Joondeph.
Absent: Tokunbo Ogunfunmi
Professor Kitty Murphy called the meeting to order. 

1.  Welcome and introductions
Members of the committee introduced themselves. Professor Billingslea agreed to be nominated as Vice-Chair of the Committee, and Professor Joondeph agreed to take the minutes of this year’s meetings.

2.  Regular work of the committee

Professor Murphy distributed a number of documents explaining the general purpose and jurisdiction of the Committee.

3.  Report on Sponsored Projects funding received 2005–2006

Linda Campbell distributed documents illustrating the applications for funding, the amount of funding received, and the amount spent for the last two academic years. She also provided an overview of the indirect cost rates and how those revenues are allocated within the University. She mentioned in particular that, unlike at most universities, a portion of the indirect cost revenue is returned to the department of the faculty member who received the funding. Professor Young raised a number of questions about the indirect cost rate, how the revenues were distributed, and how they were spent. The Committee agreed that this might be a fruitful subject for further discussion.

4.  Review of ongoing issues from 2005–2006

Professor Murphy distributed two reports from the 2005–2006 URC: a final report and a report of ongoing issues.
5.  Research Colloquium Series

Dean Jonte-Pace discussed the Research Colloquium Series and the subjects those events would be addressing this year.

6.  New ideas to address for 2006–2007

* Professor Billingslea mentioned that there is currently a proposal within the College of Arts and Sciences to increase the annual teaching load to seven courses for faculty who receive either a “1” or a “2” on the subject of research in two consecutive evaluation cycles. The Committee agreed that this idea (or its implementation) was perhaps a good subject for further discussion.

* Committee members were reminded of the meeting on November 2 with Provost Lucia Albino Gilbert. That meeting will include the URC, the Faculty Development Advisory Board, the associate deans, and Don Dodson.

* The WASC accreditation process is beginning, and the University needs to identify what issues will be the focus of the self study. The University will be soliciting the input of faculty, and it is possible (and hoped) that one of the three subjects will be the cultivation of the “teaching scholar.” The committee discussed inviting Don Dodson to a future meeting.
* Another potential issue for the Committee to address is flexibility in tenure and promotion.

7.  Next meeting

The next meeting was set for Monday, October 30, at 10:30.

