University Research Committee Meeting
Monday, October 30, 2006

Minutes

Attendees: Kitty Murphy, Aldo Billingslea, Linda Campbell, Diane Jonte-Pace, Stephen Smith, Timothy Urdan, Betty Young, Tokunbo Ogunfunmi, and Brad Joondeph.

Professor Kitty Murphy called the meeting to order. 

1.  Review of minutes from October 9 meeting
A few revisions were suggested, and Professor Joondeph agreed to submit a revised version.
2.  Discussion of Eureka!
The committee discussed the various features of the Eureka! software and web site and watched a demonstration.  Eureka! facilitates searching of researchers on campus, their current projects, and research opportunities for students.  It was noted that the URC had already (in years past) asked for a searchable database of faculty research.  Some members commented that the information could be valuable for recruiting.  Others noted that local search engines might already be able to perform these tasks.
3.  Community of Scholars briefing
Linda Campbell led the committee through the functions of the COS web site.  She discussed the various ways in which COS can highlight a faculty member’s profile and alert the faculty to various funding opportunities.
4.  Discussion of the scholarship of teaching
The committee agreed that it would be sensible to defer most of our discussion until after the upcoming colloquium on the same topic.  Some committee members expressed the view that counting such writing as scholarship would mark a distinct “watering down” of research expectations.  They explained that faculty should receive credit for such work, but as part of their teaching.
5.  Follow-up on indirect costs
Linda Campbell provided some additional details on the charging and use of indirect costs by the University.  She explained that the rates are negotiated every three years with HHS, with different rates for research conducted on campus and off campus.  Originally, all of the costs went to the University.  Beginning in 1983, the University agreed to give 9% of the costs to the department.  Of that 9%, 6.75% went to the department and 2.25% went to the school.  Beginning in 1992, schools were offered the opportunity to participate in an incentive system, which they can do electively.  Under this system, the school agrees to provide the University a specific amount, but if the school exceeds that amount, it is entitled to keep the balance.
6.  Promotion of associate professors

Professor Billingslea circulated the draft that had been proposed in Arts & Sciences, which the committee had briefly discussed at the October 9 meeting.  He reported that the proposal likely will not go forward in its present form, and it would not be implemented this year.  
7.  Inviting guests to future meetings
The committee discussed inviting Sanjiv Das and Don Dodson to future meetings.
8.  Next meeting

The next meeting was set for Monday, November 27, at 10:30.

