January 31, 2005

To:  Faculty Senate Council

From:  Martha Giannini

Re:  Minutes of January 12, 2005 Faculty Senate Council Meeting

Present:  Atkinson, Billings, Chiappari, Curry, De La Paz, Dunlap, Griffith, Gu, Hansen, Hight, Krishnan, Mahamdi, Neustadter, Ostrov, Pappas, Parent, Popalisky, Quatman, Raman, Rhee, Shin, Skowronek, Subramanian, Tabbert-Jones

Excused:  Dahlhoff, Glancy, Olson, Riley, Young

Absent:  Abriel, Jo, Kim, Wait-Kromm

Invited Participants 

· Tone panel -Becky Regan, Student Senate chair; Scott Strawn, Residence Life Director; Leslie Carson, Drahmann Center Learning Resources Coordinator; Lester Deanes, Swig Hall Resident Director; Don Capone, Counseling Center Staff Psychologist; Tina Denena, Campus Minister

· Perspectives on Student Intellectual Life panel – Phil Kesten, RLCs Director; Dick Osberg, Honors Program Director; Mark Ravizza, S. J., Bannan Center and Loyola RLC Faculty Director; Stephanie Wildman, School of Law and Center for Social Justice and Public Service

I. The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m. by John Hawley, Faculty Senate President.  

· There will be a Budget Forum at noon on February 2.  As President, he has been attending University Budget Council meetings.

· He reported that he met with Father Locatelli to relay the Council’s concern that there had no input from faculty about his reappointment.  Father Locatelli said that he is reviewed by the Board of Trustees every two years.  With regard to appointing faculty members to the Board, Father said that there are no plans to do this.

· Jane Curry has agreed to be president of a campus chapter of AAUP.

II. The November 10, 2004 minutes were approved.

III. John introduced a panel of staff members who work with students outside of the classroom.  The panel discussion is a result of a presentation from last year from a member of the Counseling Center who indicated a high volume of students seeking help from the counseling staff.

Some comments:

· Student issues raised nationwide are showing themselves at Santa Clara

· Identity development – who they are with a sense of purpose is lacking

· Strong background of parental involvement

· As a group, there is a rise in mental health issues – in spite of this, they are a hopeful group, committed, and passionate to make the world a better place.

· Students seem more spiritual than religious, finding God in service activities, and meaning in doing good

· Students seem to lack introspection, show a lack of confidence in their ability to make informed decisions, show intolerance to emotional distress without resorting to highly self-critical thinking, have a tendency to overbook themselves.

· Alcohol abuse continues to be a problem

· Body image is important

· Students seek connections but fear the vulnerability that this will entail

· 80 registered student associations

· Appearance that half of the students tend to be very involved and the other half just doing what is necessary to stay in school

· Finances are a consideration but don’t seem to be a predominate worry

· Does the quarter system allow time for reflection?

IV. John introduced the faculty panel on student intellectual life.

Some comments:

· Students are extraordinarily bright but tend to want everything spelled out

· Core curriculum may foster a check-list environment, that is, a student finishes major requirements but rather than explore other classes or disciplines, checks off what would be needed to complete a second major/minor

· Santa Clara does not provide the opportunity for independent work that is looked for by Fullbright, Marshall, Rhodes, etc. scholarship committees; a suggestion was made that letters of commendation be written for outstanding students

· The School of Law offers a certificate program in Public and Social Justice Law.  Stephanie offered to work to create a similar program for undergraduates

· There is an annual social justice workshop presented by the School of Law and open to the campus community

· There are fall and spring diversity lectures also open to the campus community

· Thematic areas for thought papers: international education - education for a globalizing world; civic learning and educating for a democracy, national and global; environment and ecological sustainability; technology; ethics and justice; diversity, cultural competence, understanding; theology and culture

· Invite Father Locatelli to address the Faculty Senate and begin a conversation with faculty about the thought papers

· A goal for Jesuit higher education is to educate students to be in solidarity with the real world, that is, brought into contact with a world that may be dissimilar from their own; a pedagogy of engagement at the university level is needed in order to do this

· More is needed than, for example, immersion trips; opportunities must be provided for the students to reflect on their experiences in a scholarly way 

· A suggestion was made that faculty spend more time in the students’ environments, be available in addition to the classroom and office hours to engage in informal socialization 

· Upcoming college night at the de Saisset Museum, with music, dancing, and food, is open to the campus community 

· Reinstitute the program of students inviting faculty to lunch and vice versa

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

