April 28, 2006





To:  Faculty Senate 

From:  Martha Giannini

Re:  Minutes of April 12, 2006 Faculty Senate Council Meeting

Present:  Abriel, Atkinson, Bousquet, Curry, De La Paz, Hawley, He, Hight, Krishnan, 
Liebscher, S. J., McAnany, Moritz, Numan, Ostrov, Parent, Popalisky, Riley, Shin, Skowronek, Subramanian, Tabbert-Jones, Young

Excused: Feinstein, Griffith, Pappas, Rhee, Russell, Wait-Kromm
Absent:  Dahlhoff, Glancy, Jo, Quatman, Ratliff, Scott, Wade
Invited Participants: Dan Coonan, Director of Athletics & Recreation; Stephen O’Brien, Coordinator of Academic Support; Michael Kevane, Core Curriculum Review Committee Chair; Ronald Danielson, Vice Provost for Information Systems and Chief Information Officer; Steven Chiesa, 
I. The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m. by Gary Neustadter, Faculty Senate President.  

II. The minutes of the March 8 meeting were approved.

III. ATHLETICS

Director of Athletics Dan Coonan addressed the Council.  He said that he is very happy to work at a school that combines academic excellence with athletic excellence.  He noted several recent achievements of Santa Clara’s athletic teams and reported that the Athletics Department and the Bronco Bench Foundation are publishing a quarterly magazine to further highlight the teams’ successes.  He noted in particular that two members of the Women’s Soccer team had received national awards as both best player of the year and best scholar/athlete of the year.
Dan reported that last year Santa Clara had the second highest student-athlete graduation rate in California and on the West Coast.  He said that there are 19 men’s and women’s sports with about 350 athletes.  To run a successful and effective athletic program, Dan said he focuses on three items:  integrity; developing a solid relationship with anyone who has an interest in athletics; and hiring coaches that embody Santa Clara’s mission.
Steve O’Brien, newly hired coordinator of academic support services for student-athletes, also addressed the Council.  He said that among his first goals in the position was to facilitate tutoring, to enforce a study hall program, to advise students on class selection, and to establish a sense of community across teams.  He reported that this past quarter 12 out of 17 programs raised their cumulative GPAs.  


Dan said that there is a 20% rule imposed on the teams, that is, a student cannot miss more than 20% of class days in a given quarter.  He said there is strict monitoring of this rule.  To maintain eligibility, the minimum GPA for a freshman is 1.6; thereafter the minimum GPA is 2.0 based on 12 units per quarter.  Dan reported that there are 97 full scholarships disbursed amongst about 135 athletes but not all sports have scholarships. 

Dan said a general meeting with the athletes is held each year to educate student-athletes about important life concerns.  Last fall the meeting topic was on alcohol.  The prior year’s topic was sexual diversity.  While aware of the athletes’ time constraints, attendance at these meetings is required.  
IV. CORE CURRICULUM REVIEW COMMITTEE


Professor Michael Kevane, Economics, introduced the members of the recently appointed Core Curriculum Review Committee.  Members of the Committee were appointed by the University Coordinating Committee from a pool of names suggested by the deans.  Members are:  Juliana Chang, English; Alex Zecevic, Electrical Engineering; Leilani Miller, Biology; Chad Raphael, Communication; Michael Zampelli, S. J., Theatre and Dance, Paul Crowley, S.J., Religious Studies.   The Committee’s charge is to take a comprehensive look at the Core Curriculum, now ten years old, and recommend appropriate revisions to the core that speak to the aspirations of the University and consider significant developments in the last ten years including establishment of three University centers of distinction, establishment of the residential learning communities, new interdisciplinary majors and minors, an increase in international students, an increase in the number of faculty.  

Michael said that the Committee hopes to have a set of proposals/directions that they can present to the faculty by the end of fall quarter 2006 that the Committee hopes will generate consensus among faculty and administration.  He said that they are in the initial stages of their review and request feedback on process issues, the strengths/weaknesses of the current Core, what learning outcomes are desired, and how well the current Core meet its objectives.  
Some comments from the discussion that followed: 
· the current Core is overcomplicated and fosters a “checklist” mentality

· students are over-scheduled

· consideration should be given to the current discussion on semester versus quarter system

· difficulties of assessing learning outcomes with the caution that the assessment should not drive the curriculum

· lack of maturity or background of some students for some of the Core courses
· the Core should reflect SCU’s mission as well as the Silicon Valley location of the University

· there are over 750 courses in the current Core

· there is no language requirement in the School of Engineering 

· should the purpose of the Core be to bridge of disciplines or to offer a set of distribution requirements within disciplines?
  V.  INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY


Ron Danielson continued his presentation on issues related to use of information technology on campus.  He began this presentation during the March 8 meeting.  

He first responded to an inquiry about the feasibility of equiping more classrooms with technology.  He said that about half of the classrooms do not have built in technology.

      He explained the costs of doing so, including the costs of rewiring the older classrooms.  


Ron reported that changes have been made in the way that Sophos is configured to run in the computers resulting in shorter scan time, less aggressive searching, and priority to system resources.  As a result, complaints about Sophos are down.  

Users have complaints about Commonspot, the University’s web-content management system.  Ron said when they were looking at otherWeb-content management systems.  Both cost and use by inexperienced persons are concerns.  Of the three systems looked at, Ron said that Commonspot was the easiest to use. He admitted that Commonspot is not a good system for an experienced user.  He said most complaints focus on the slowness of the system.

Ron reported that issues about the campus copiers should be addressed to Ed Merryman in Campus Support Services.  He said that printing from Macs to the copiers works but they cannot keep an accounting of the user.  As for more access codes on a machine, he said that the machines have a limited access code memory.  

Ron said the IT Web site contains a great deal of information but admits that it is not easy to navigate.  Another revision of navigation of the site is under consideration and he suggested that comments and suggestions for the site be sent to Carl Fussell.  

Ron’s final comments were about the new library building.  He said that the Instructional Technology Resource Specialists, the Subject Specialists, and the Technology Trainers will be co-located on the first floor in the Center for the Teaching Scholar, a much more accessible location.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

