March 1, 2006





To:  Faculty Senate 

From:  Martha Giannini

Re:  Minutes of February 8, 2006 Faculty Senate Council Meeting


Present:  Atkinson, Feinstein, Griffith, He, Krishnan, Liebscher, S. J., MacGregor,  Moritz, Numan, Pappas, Parent, Popalisky, Quatman, Rhee, Shin, Riley, Skowronek, Subramanian, Wade,  Young

Excused: Abriel, Bousquet, Hawley, Russell, Tabbert-Jones, Wait-Kromm
Absent:  Curry, Dahlhoff, Glancy, Jo, McAnany, Scott, Walden, Mechanical Engineering Department

Invited Participants: Jeanne Rosenberger, Dean of Students and Vice Provost for Student Life; Timothy Haskell, Director of First Year Programs; Michael Harvey, Presidential Fellow; Ronald Danielson, Vice Provost for Information Systems and Chief Information Officer; Elizabeth Salzer, University Librarian; Steven Chiesa, Faculty Affairs Committee Chair; Tyler Ochoa, School of Law faculty
I. The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m. by Gary Neustadter, Faculty Senate President.  

II. The minutes of the January 18 meeting were approved.

III. FACEBOOK
Gary Neustadter introduced Jeanne Rosenber



ger who, with Michael Harvey and Timothy Haskell, gave a presentation about Facebook, a social networking Web site for college and university communities. 
· Facebook access is limited to those whose e-mail address ends in .edu

· Membership is free and has grown to over 11 million in less than two years with the majority of users being students
· Almost 5,000 SCU students use Facebook, with 67% viewing the site at least once a day

· Users create their own profiles that generally consist of photos, interests, message boards, directory information 
· Academic Implications:

· Connections through classes, majors, and other academic interests providing reviews of classes and faculty
· Class information easily shared with the formation of study groups or cheating silos

· Overuse of technology as a distraction from class work (the average user logging on six times a day)
· Social Development:

· Students can make connections before arriving at SCU

· Reduces interpersonal interaction with the potential to isolate or embarrass students, trivialize sexual encounters, legitimize aberrant behavior, or glorify alcohol/drug use
· Personal Safety:

· Concern about students’safety because students list class schedules and residence information, and Web site identifies location of the person who is logged on
· Excessive personal information can lead to students being victims of identity theft

· Provides a covert way for expressions of racial or sexual insensitivity
· Solutions:

· Become familiar with the technology and the power of its possibilities to be used in positive ways

· Remind students that their information is on the World Wide Web, and therefore can be accessed ultimately by anyone

· Increase ways for personal interaction in class or group projects
· Reinforce values of the University and challenge inappropriate behavior
In closing remarks, Jeanne Rosenberger said that most students use Facebook for the right reasons.  She pointed out that the University would never disclose as much personal information about a student that the students do on Facebook. 

ORRADRE 

IV. LIBRARY
Ron Danielson reported that there will be three interim facilities for library staff once Orradre Library is vacated. The second floor of Leavey Center will be used by library staff. A set of modular units next to the parking structure and portions of the first floor of Nobili Hall will be public space. Ron said that the interim structure by the parking structure will contain about 15,000 square feet and will house a circulation point, some library staff, reference collection, current periodicals, student study space, computers, and storage space for infrequently accessed items.  Items accessed from ARS can be picked up in this facility. Ron said that the target date is July 1 to turn over Orradre Library to the construction company.
Access to the Nobili Hall space will be around the first of August.  Ron said that the space will be altered as little as possible.  He said the upper floors will be used as a student residence hall.  There were comments about the how information about what is located in which facility will be communicated.  Ron said that he and Liz Salzer are speaking to student and faculty groups about the new facilities. He said there will also be electronic announcements as the move progresses. Liz said that the library Web site maintains an updated link with information about the move. A suggestion was made that posters for classrooms be created that will show where the new facilities are located and which collections and staff are housed in each building.  Liz said that additional study space is needed especially during peak student use time.
Concern was voiced about which students will be housed in Nobili Hall.  Another concern mentioned was the prospective students will be informed of the library’s interim facilities. Ron said that as stages in the move become more definite, information and photos will be posted on the Web site. He also suggested that prospective students could be attracted with descriptions of the modern new library facilities that they will be able to use for most of their undergraduate years and that students most disappointed would be current sophomores and juniors who will suffer through the interim facilities but graduate before completion of the new facilities. Liz said that it is important that accurate information be relayed about the demolition/construction of Orradre Library and the interim facilities during campus tours. To that end they plan to meet with the Admissions Office.

· 
· 
· 

· 
· 
· 

   V.  CONSENSUAL RELATIONS POLICY
· Steven Chiesa said the Faculty Affairs Committee has been working on this draft policy for about two years.  After completing what the FAC felt was a final draft, he said that they were asked to make the policy applicable to the entire University
· 
 community.  Steven said they have consulted with the Staff Affairs Committee and will be meeting with student representatives.  
Professor Tyler Ochoa read a written statement expressing his opposition to the proposed policy.  He argued that the draft policy was devoid of nuances and that it is overbroad.  He cautioned that it is important to remember that policy is not addressing sexual harassment, which is covered under another policy.  It is his opinion that the University should not regulate  consensual romantic relationships between consenting adults.

Tyler suggested that the FAC consider the following: (1) what is the specific harm to which the policy is directed? (2) what is the evidence that such harm is sufficiently widespread at Santa Clara to warrant adoption of a policy? and (3) re-draft the policy to target the specific, credible harm, rather than to condemn all such student-employee relationships without regard to their individual circumstances.  The full text of his remarks may be obtained from ttochoa@scu.edu.

There was considerable discussion about the draft policy.  In particular, several comments addressed the classroom dynamics and perception of other students when they learn of such a relationship.  The Council agreed that more discussion is necessary before any recommendation on the policy is voted on by the Council.  Gary will report the discussion to the University Coordinating Committee.  Continued discussion will be on the agenda for the March Council meeting.
VI.    SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS
Two students described activities of Sexual Assault Awareness Week that will take place starting this coming Thursday:  The Clothesline project, Take Back the Night March, various presentations and events to heighten the community’s awareness on issues of sexual assault and rape.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

