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Minutes

Date: Thursday, October 16th
Time: 11:00 – 12:00
Place: Kennedy Commons

Eighteen people were present at the meeting: 15 Staff Assembly Council Members – Lorraine Alabi, Susan Babbel, Chad Benzel, Kari Craighead, Diane Cranor, Sam Florio, Jessica Gagnon, Joe Guidace, Christina Johnson, Alma McChesney, Nikole Nichols, Arcelia Rodriguez, Jim Rowan, Mary Sexton, and Fred Smith – and three additional members of the Staff Assembly.

1. 
Jim Rowan called the meeting to order at 11:10 and briefly discussed the following items, which were not on the agenda. At the most recent University Budget Committee meeting, the committee expressed concern about the continuing financial unrest and urged the University to delay unnecessary expenditures, as requested in Father Locatelli’s October 10th e-mail. A report from the Benefits Committee about health insurance benefits for retirees will be discussed by the University Budget Committee this fall.  

2.
Proposed amendments to Bylaws

The following amendments to the Staff Assembly Council Bylaw were unanimously supported by the Staff Assembly Council’s Executive Committee,   included in the Agenda sent via e-mail to the Staff List, and presented to Staff Assembly members present at the October 16th meeting for discussion and voting.

a. Representation and Election Procedures

In the Fall of 2007, the Staff Assembly Council voted unanimously to change from electing representatives according to their geographical location on campus to electing representatives by department. The change was made to provide better representation for staff and to simplify the administration of electronic elections. The 2008 Council elections were conducted by department, but subsequent research indicated that the Staff Assembly Bylaws require the approval of the Staff Assembly for an amendment to election procedures.  

A motion to amend Article IV of the Staff Assembly Council Bylaws to provide for departmental elections was made, seconded and passed unanimously by those present.

b. Effect of department change by representative

The current Bylaws are silent about how a move from one University department to another would affect a representative’s status. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to amend Article IV of the Staff Assembly Council Bylaws to provide that:  

1) a representative who moves from the department that elected him/her to a department without a vacancy for a representative resigns his/her position on the Staff Assembly Council, and 

2) when a representative moves from the department that elected her/him  to a department with a vacancy for a representative, a special election will be held in the representative’s new department.

A motion was made, seconded and passed by 16 of the 18 Staff Assembly members present to further amend Article IV to provide an exception for Staff Assembly Council officers. This exception allows an officer of the Staff Assembly Council who moves from the department that elected him/her to another university department to remain in office, as a voting member of the Executive Committee and non-voting member of the Council until the end of her/his one-year term. 

c. Name change

Santa Clara University’s Staff Assembly Council and Staff Affairs Committee are distinct bodies, but often confused because they have similar names. Santa Clara University’s Faculty Senate and Staff Assembly Council have similar purposes. Bodies comparable to Santa Clara University’s Staff Assembly Council at other [Jesuit] Universities are often referred to as the Staff Senate. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed by 15 of the 18 persons present (one member abstained) to change the name of Santa Clara University’s Staff Assembly Council to the Staff Senate.

This portion of the meeting adjourned at 11:45.

