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Professor Stephanie M. Wildman             Santa Clara University School of Law 
Fall 2007 

– Office: 102 Bergin Hall   
– Office Hours: Tuesday, 2:45- 3:30 p.m.; Thursday, 2:45- 3:30 p.m.; Monday, by 
appointment  (note: no office hours on Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Oct. 16, Oct. 18, or Nov. 15) 

 – Email: swildman@scu.edu.        Phone: (408) 554-5350 
 
 
 268  LAW & SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 Course Outline 
 
Required reading: MARTHA R. MAHONEY, JOHN CALMORE, AND STEPHANIE M. WILDMAN, 
SOCIAL JUSTICE: PROFESSIONALS, COMMUNITIES, AND LAW ( 2003).  Pages below refer to this 
text, unless otherwise noted. 
 
Recommended reading: STEPHANIE M. WILDMAN WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY MARGALYNNE 
ARMSTRONG, ADRIENNE D. DAVIS, AND TRINA GRILLO, PRIVILEGE REVEALED: HOW INVISIBLE 
PREFERENCE UNDERMINES AMERICA (1996). 
 
Recommended reading on Vocation: JOHN NEAFSEY, A SACRED VOICE IS CALLING (2006).  
 
Class Date  Subject       Pages  
Class #1A  I.  INTRODUCTION       1-25  
Aug. 21 II.  A SYSTEM OF LAWYERS: THE LEGAL PROFESSION  
         AND WORK FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
   Chapter 1.  Entering the Profession: Ideals and Obstacles 
    1.  Aspirations -- Why Did You Choose Law School? 
    2.  Legal Education and Its Impact on Ideals 
 
Class #1B   
Aug. 23   3.  Debt and Social Justice Ideals: Financing Legal   25-59 

     Education and Ensuring a Representative Bar 
    4.  Envisioning Social Justice Lawyering 
 
Class #2A  
Aug. 28  Chapter 2.  The Legal Profession,  Legal Services,    61-87 
         and Access to Justice 
    1.  Law in Whose Interest?  The Need for Lawyers and 
     Legal Services 
    2.  Litigation and Inequality 
     
*Remember to make an appointment this week for your group to discuss your case study project 
with Professor Wildman*  
 
Class #2B Proceeding with the Case Study: Techniques in Investigation and Research 
Aug. 30    Guest: Professor Jane Curry 

Note: The Rockefeller Report,  Louder Than Words (on library reserve) contains 
case studies of social justice lawyering.  See also the Koons article at p. 903. 
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Class #3A   3.  Developing and Sustaining Social Justice Practices 116-36, 152 (n.3) 
Sept. 4   
   
Sept. 5 Reflection #1 Due  
 
Class #3B Chapter 3.  Social Justice Lawyers in Context    153-75 
Sept. 6   1.  Reflections on Social Justice Lawyering 
    2.  Working with Communities and Organizations  
 
Sept. 11 Case Study Outline Due at noon  
 
Class #4A   Working with Communities and Organizations (cont.’d) 175-206 
Sept. 11 
 
Class #4B  This class will not meet 
Sept. 13 
 
 
Class #5A III. A SYSTEM OF LAW: SHAPING CLAIMS IN SOCIAL  
Sept. 18            JUSTICE CASES 
   Chapter 7.  The Political Nature of Rights Claims   421-49  
 
Class #5B  Chapter 8.  Livelihood: Work, Caregiving, and Dependency 451-80 
Sept. 20   1.  The Search for a Right to Employment 
 
Class #6A 
Sept. 25   2.  Work and Social Insurance    498-530 
     
Sept. 26  Reflection #2 Due  
 
Class #6B   3.  Caregiving and Dependency    530-40, 549-64 
Sept. 27 
 
 
Class #7A  
Sept. Oct. 2  Chapter 9.  Participation in Democratic Society   573-611 
    1.  Voting, Community Activism,  
     and Political Participation 
 



Class Date  Subject       Pages 

 

 
Class #7B   2.  Education      611-13, 
Oct. 4           623-47, 
           650 (¶ 1)-56, 
           Grutter Handout 
 
Oct. 4 at 4 p.m.  Fall Diversity Lecture with Dean Chris Edley -Wiegand Room- plan to attend. 
 
Oct. 9 -- No Class Meeting, Fall Break  
 
Class will not meet on Oct. 11, 16, or 18 (weeks 8 and 9) : Use this break to work on the case study 
project 
 
Class #10A   
Oct. 23   3.  Fair Housing (from Chapter 12)    839-65, 867-76 
 
Class # 10B   4.  Securing Protection Against Harm   656-91 
Oct. 25 
 
Class #11A  Chapter 10.  The Judiciary and Access to Courts   693-762 
Oct. 30   1.  The Judiciary: Who Are the Judges  
     and How Are They Chosen? 
    2.  The Role of the Judiciary 
    3.  Access to Federal Courts 
 
October 31 Reflection #3 Due 
 
Class #11B  (cont.’d) 
Nov. 1 
 
 
Class #12A III. A SYSTEM OF POLITICS: LEGAL WORK     763-805 
Nov. 6  AND SOCIAL CHANGE     Guinier&Torres Handout 
   Chapter 11.  Lawyers and  Political Struggles Toward Transformation 
    1.  Consciousness about Power as a Goal of Legal Practice 
    2.  Community Empowerment and the Role of the Lawyer 
 
Class #12B 
Nov. 8   3.  Community Empowerment in Practice   815-37 
    4.  Lawmaking and Transformation: Changing    
     Culture, Power, and Social Relations 
 
November 9     Case Study Conference: Bannan 309 - 10am to 3 p.m. 
 
 
Class#13A             



Class Date  Subject       Pages 

 

Nov. 13  Chapter 13.  Sexual Minorities: The Movement     931-47, 956-61 (through n.6, 
    for Equality and Liberation           Lawrence Handout, 971-82 
 
Nov. 15 Class will not meet 
 
Class #14A   (cont.’d) 
Nov. 20 
 
Class #15A   Chapter 4.  Personal Identity, Role, and Values:  
Nov. 27  Becoming a Lawyer, Staying Yourself   207-18, 225-36, 244-46 
            290-99 
 
Class #15B   (cont.’d)        
Nov. 29  
  Lessons from the Case Studies and the Semester  
 
Case Study due at noon Wednesday, December 12, 2006 to the Faculty support office in Bergin 214. 


