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two medieval woodcuts of women in gardens. It
also refers the reader to the Universicy Web site
for more information.

THE WEB SITE

The Web site, www.scu.edu/stclaregarden, con-
sists of nineteen separate pages with seven down-
loadable PDF files of plant lists and diagrams

of the garden. All the topics mentioned in the
brochure are enlarged upon and there are also
pages about the donor, Bill Nicholson, and the
maintenance worker who cares for the garden,
John Vieira. At the bottom of every page is an
acknowledgement of the support of the Bannan
Institute and a link to its Web site. There are
also links to more than 50 other relevant Web
sites and many photos I took of the garden and
its plants and local sculptures of Clare. It also
features copies of contemporary icons painted
by Father William Hart McNichols, and Brother
Robert Lentz, OFM. That I was able to create
the Web site was due largely to the imagination
and assistance of Gloria Hofer, the technology
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trainer for Santa Clara staff and faculty. She
showed me how to set up and organize my pages
using CommonSpot, the Web-creating tool used
by the University.

THE ONLINE COURSE

A beneficial result of the research for these
guides to the garden was an online course I
taught during Santa Clara University’s 2005
and 2006 summer sessions about the place

of gardening and nature in the writings and
traditions of Clare of Assisi in light of current
ecological and sustainability issues (Hist 129/
TESP 190 Clare of Assisi and the Spirituality of
Gardening). We read and discussed writing by
and about Clare, medieval gardening, eco-spiri-
tuality, and sustainable landscaping techniques.
The spiritual writings were quite eclectic. In
addition to St. Clare and St. Francis, we read
works by Pope John Paul II, Richard Rohr, the
ancient Desert Fathers and Mothers, and many
others. We studied the principles of biodiversity
and examined the differences between environ-

The central feature of the garden, a granite grinding bowl, is an example of recycled hardscape; it
was made by local Ohlone Indians during the Mission Period (ca. 1775-1830).
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The students admitted they had known

virtually nothing about Clare before

they started the course and they were
touched by her life and Francis’ life.

One student wrote, “I consider courses

where I deepen my own spirituality and

understanding of the world the most

important of all my classes, and this class has contributed

more to my growth as a person than any other class.”

mentalists, deep ecologists, and eco-feminists.
The course covered the connection between the
environment and religious life from the time of
the Desert Fathers and Mothers, through the
Franciscan movement of the 13t century, and
onward to the foundation of the Santa Clara
Mission and Santa Clara University. We also
read about medieval sustainable techniques still
used today such as permaculture and rammed
earth building.

In preparation for their final project, students
carried out hands-on, individual spiritual garden-
ing/observation exercises for two weeks. Their
final paper was an examination, observation, and
analysis of the garden of their choice. The paper
had to include a physical description of the gar-
den and explain how a landscape architect would
classify its style or tradition. Then the student
had to attempt an environmental analysis: Was
the garden sustainable? Did it seem healthy? Were
a diversity of life forms living in it? Were inputs
(fertilizer, watering, weeding, mowing) kept to
a minimum? Finally, the paper had to conclude
with a spiritual/symbolic analysis of the garden.
Students chose quite a variety of gardens, includ-
ing Hakone Gardens in Saratoga, the Japanese
Friendship Garden in Kelley Park in San Jose, the
San Jose Municipal Rose Garden, the Japanese
Tea Garden in San Francisco, and even the lovely
Victorian garden at the Winchester Mystery
House in San Jose, among others.

The online format (and a stipend from sum-
mer session dean Paul Fitzgerald) enabled Karen
Fredette, the author of one of our books, Clare,
Her Light and Her Song, to be a guest discussant
for three days in July 2005. Karen was a Poor
Clare contemplative for 30 years, then a hermit
for six years, and now is married and in the
mountains of North Carolina writes a newsletter
for hermits (www.op.org/ravensbread/).

The following summer I did not have a guest
discussant but the students themselves were
spread across the globe. Two were Santa Clara
seniors studying abroad in Australia and France.
One was home in Hawaii for the summer. An-
other was working at an organic mussel farm in
Puget Sound. Another had graduated a few years
earlier (minus a religion class!), and was working
in advertising and public relations, and living on
a boat in Sausalito. Another was able to take a
long car trip with her parents from the Bay Area
to the Black Hills of South Dakota to attend her
grandparents’ memorial service and still keep up
with the course. Thus the online course format
was a boon for these students in particular, and
the diversity of the students’ summer experiences
added richness to the course for all of us.

All of the students admitted they had known
virtually nothing about Clare before they started
the course and they were touched by her life and
Francis’ life. One student wrote that it was the
most valuable class he had taken at Santa Clara:
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I hope that more classes at Santa Clara University will

use the garden as a spiritual, ecological, aesthetic, and

historical resource now that a detailed Web site about

the garden is available. And via the Web site, the gar-

den and its spiritual meaning are now available to the

entire world.

“I consider courses where I deepen my own
spirituality and understanding of the world the
most important of all my classes, and this class
has contributed more to my growth as a person
than any other class.”

The students agreed that the course succeed-
ed in encouraging them to develop a personal
praxis of ecological spirituality, the intended
goal of the course.

A PERSONAL NOTE

Learning the technology to create a Web site
and a distance learning course transformed my
life in an unexpected way. I am now using these
newly acquired skills in a new career doing data
analysis in strategic marketing at a software
communications firm in Santa Clara. It’s quite

a leap from being a medieval historian or a
landscape designer but one I was able to make
through what I learned in working on this guide

Clematis arbor in St. Clare’s Garden

to Clare’s Garden. It is stimulating, extremely
rewarding work that allows me to occasionally
teach a class or design a garden when I feel like
it. I know in my heart that Clare was behind
this successful job transition. She gave me the
courage and strength to embark on a career
change and to stick with it through the rough
spots (I had been job hunting with increasing
desperation for more than a year). And what
could be more appropriate than ending up with
a career in high tech communications, since
Clare is the patron saint of the modern commu-
nication tool, the television?

CONCLUSION
I hope that more classes at Santa Clara Univer-
sity will use the garden as a spiritual, ecological,
aesthetic, and historical resource now that a
detailed Web site about the garden is avail-
able. And via the Web site, the garden and
its spiritual meaning are now
available to the entire world. In
the spirit of the Ignatian ideal of
“finding God in all things” and
the Jesuit tradition of “educat-
ing the whole person,” the
brochure and Web site for St.
Clare’s Garden will contribute
to the intellectual, aesthetic, and
spiritual education of the viewer,
wherever he or she may be.
For more information,
please visit: www.scu.edu/
stclaregarden. @
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coming events

More to explore

PANEL PRESENTATION

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, NOON—1:00 P.M.

Campus Ministry Conference Room,
Benson Memorial Center

Come discuss the Ignatian tradition at Santa Clara
University with authors from this issue, including
Bob Senkewicz, Kieran Sullivan, Kristin Love, Kristin
Kusanovich, and James W. Reites, S.].[€

next 1ssue

SPRING 2007

William Spohn’s Contributions to Theology

of William Spohn (1944-2005), who served as director of the

Bannan Institute from 1998-2005.

The issue will feature a series of articles based on presentations
made at a special panel organized by Tom Leininger for the annual
meeting of the Catholic Theological Society of America, which was
held in June. Written by Spohn’s friends and colleagues, the articles
were designed to situate the corpus of Spohn’s work within disciplines
to which he made a contribution: biblical theology/scripture and
ethics (featuring a piece by John Donahue, S.].), American philosophy
and theology (with an article by Anne E. Patrick, SNJM), and Roman
Catholic moral theology (with an article by Jim Bretzke, S.J.). In
addition, Richard M. Gula, SS, will share some thoughts as to how
those left behind can take the conversation forward. William Spohn (1944-2005)

Together, these articles help demonstrate how Spohn’s work had
a way of placing various disciplines in conversation with one another. Bill moved seamlessly from one
discipline to another. Such an ongoing conversation would be very rich indeed. B

In our next issue, we will reflect on the theological scholarship
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Callings

Some people spend a lifetime
looking for theirs...

A Conference at Santa Clara University
March 15-17, 2007

www.scu.edu/callings

1 o

1 @
Santa Clara
University

The Ignatian Center for
Jesuit Education

The Ignation Center for Jesuit Education
500 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, CA 95053-0454

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Callings: Fostering Vocation
Through Community-based
Learning is a national conference
sponsored by the Ignatian Center

for Jesuit Education at Santa Clara
University. This conference and the
Web-based conversation leading up to
it will provide a space where academic
and community colleagues can explore
the impact community engagement
can have on students’ sense of what

to do with their lives, and how they
might encourage reflection on where
students’ gifts and desires meet the
world’s needs. Along with speakers,
panels, and paper presentations,

the conference will provide ample
opportunity for workshops and
informal conversation.

In advance of the conference,
Wwe encourage you to visit
www.scu.edu/callings to join in
the Web-based conversation.
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