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Bronco Urban Gardens Program (BUG) at 

GARDNER ACADEMY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	Contact: Annie Thomas, BUG Education Coordinator

	Phone: 

(925) 878 1567 
	E-Mail: 

anngthomas@gmail.com

broncourbangardens@gmail.com 
	Website: 

www.sjusd.org/gardner
https://sites.google.com/site/broncourbangardens/ 


Organizational Profile

The Bronco Urban Gardens (BUG) Program is an environmental justice initiative of the Environmental Studies Institute at Santa Clara University. BUG increases community food security, health, and environmental literacy through the co-creating and technical support of urban gardens. It provides educational support for teacher and community groups through free workshops, curriculum development, garden teaching, field trips, and volunteer recruitment and training. BUG offers garden-based education classes at Gardner Academy, a public elementary school located in the Gardner neighborhood of San Jose.  The student population is 90% Latino and about 70% of these students are English Language Learners.  Gardner serves an extremely poor and highly transient student population which poses unique challenges to the educators.  About 80% of its students are eligible for the free or reduced lunch program.  

SCU Student’s Role

SCU students who choose this placement will assist with garden-based education classes and/or afterschool garden programs with K-5th graders.  Arrupe students may also be asked to help with gardening in the outdoor classroom and create activities for classes/programs. 
To Do Before Orientation

· Visit the website listed above to learn more about your placement or the umbrella organization with which it is affiliated.

· Read your course syllabus and be prepared to discuss your learning goals with your placement supervisor at orientation.

· Provide the Arrupe Partnerships with proof of a negative intradermal TB test within the last four years.  If your TB test is not current, please go to the Cowell Health Center immediately to get a TB test at no cost.

To Do After Orientation

· Check the school calendar for holidays/school closures that may fall on your placement day.  Arrupe students are expected to make up these days and arrange this with the supervisor or classroom teacher.
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