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        Ignatian Center for Jesuit Education

Winter Break Immersion

December 2009
“Gain a new view of the world

and your place in it”

Dear Immersion Applicant:

This winter break we will offer immersion trips to New Orleans, Louisiana and Puebla, Mexico (descriptions of each trip are attached). Both of these immersions are designed to help you better understand the world and yourself. You will learn about the most pressing needs and injustices facing these communities, but also come to know the courage, strength and faith of the people living in these areas. When you return from immersion you have new view of the world and your place in it.

Going on immersion involves a commitment to the preparation process (4-5 group meetings before the immersion), reflection on immersion, and post-immersion gatherings (3 group meetings). Preparation is an essential piece of immersion because it will help you get to know the other students in your group, learn more about the community that you will visit, and also think about what it really means to enter into this experience. While you are on the immersion there will be time and space dedicated for group reflection each evening to talk about what you are learning and experiencing. When you return from immersion you will meet with your group during the winter quarter for further discussion.

There is a participation fee for each immersion and we are able to work with students on an individual basis to provide additional support through scholarships, payment plans and fund raising. We do not want monetary limitations to prevent you from participating in our immersion program.  Applications are due on Friday, October 16th at Noon. Please email your application to Richard Lumley at rlumley@scu.edu. Please take some time to read through the trip descriptions and answer the short essay questions. We will notify applicants on or before October 21st and preparation meetings will begin the week of October 26th.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Kolvenbach Solidarity Program staff.


Ignatian Center for Jesuit Education

Winter Break Immersions

December 2009

Name:_________________________________________________________________

SCU/ Local Address: 












______________________________________________________________________

Phone/Cell Phone:
____________________________
Email:_______________ 

Date of Birth:
__________________



RLC:     ______________










(if applicable)
Major:

____________________________

Class Year:____________

(or intended major)


Permanent Address: 












Permanent
____________________________

Student ID#:  




Phone:

Have you participated in previous immersions trips? Please state name of immersion & year participated.

______________________________________________________________________

Have you applied for an immersion trip in the past but did not attend/or was not accepted? 

______________________________________________________________________

Passport Information- Do you have a valid passport? (For Puebla, Mexico immersion only)   
Yes ______________
       No

         Expiration date






 



Trip Preference - Please rank your preferences for the trips from 1 to 2, with 1 indicating your highest preference.  You need not preference any/all trips.  

____ New Orleans, Louisiana



____ Puebla, Mexico

Ignatian Center for Jesuit Education
Winter Break Immersion 

December 2009

Participation Fee

The fee for each immersion program helps defray the costs of transportation, meals, housing, and fees to host organizations. Students are responsible for food during travel to and from immersion location. It is recommended that students bring $50 for incidentals and spending money. We do not want monetary limitations to prevent anyone from participating in the immersion program. We are able to work with students on an individual basis to provide additional support through scholarships, payment plans and fund raising.

Trip Descriptions

Puebla, Mexico Immersion (December 12th – 21st, 2009) $1200

The Santa Clara delegation will spend ten days in the state of Puebla learning with and from community leaders. Santa Clara University will partner with Community Links International (www.commlinks.org), whose mission is to connect the local with the global and help us reflect on how our consumption patterns, lifestyle, values, and choices have a global impact.  We will explore issues of politics, culture, and faith through relationships we will build with families through our homestays. We will witness how the indigenous tradition of tequio, which is the life-long practice of service to benefit the entire community, is a very living and present practice in many communities. We will be involved in a few service initiatives including working at Calpulli de los Ninos in Tlaxcalantzingo, which is a community center that supports child development and fosters community-based agriculture.  
New Orleans, Louisiana Immersion (December 12th – 19th, 2009) $500
 The Santa Clara delegation will spend most of the week working with Catholic Charities of the New Orleans Archdioceses.  This work will consist of assisting with debris removal from homes, yards, streets, and neighborhoods as well as other general cleanup (both indoor and outdoor) and removal/retrieval of items damaged or destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  The group will also work with Contemplatives in Action and other community-based organizations in New Orleans.  The immersion experience will involve multiple conversations with community members who were affected by the storm and community leaders who have struggled to respond to the community’s needs. We will consider the role that race and class played in the pre- and post- hurricane evacuation process as well as in the city planning for New Orleans.  Finally, we’ll talk with both experts and everyday people about their hopes, dreams, and plans for rebuilding their communities. 
Using the space provided and taking the time necessary to respond genuinely, 

please answer the following questions. 

1.  What is your understanding of immersion?  How does an immersion trip fit into your life at this point in time?  

2.  Please tell us about a circumstance in which you were challenged and what you learned through that experience?

3.  What has been your favorite class at Santa Clara and why?

4.  What are you passionate about?  

5.  For the immersion destination(s) you are most attracted to, explain what expectations, anxieties, and hopes you have.  (Please be as specific as possible.)

How comfortable are you in sharing in a small group setting?

      Not

   Slightly

     


      Quite

       Extremely

Comfortable

Comfortable

    Comfortable
 Comfortable

     
Please email your completed application to Richard Lumley 
at rlumley@scu.edu by October 16th at Noon
Kolvenbach Solidarity Program staff


Richie Lumley (� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlumley@scu.edu" ��rlumley@scu.edu�) 408-554-2747


Valerie Sarma (� HYPERLINK "mailto:VSarma@scu.edu" ��VSarma@scu.edu�) 408-554-5272








