Cultures and Idea FCC Meeting Minutes

Monday May 19, 2008, 4:15-5:15
Walsh Administration & Finance Conference Room
Present: Phyllis Brown, John Hawley, Scott LaBarge, Arthur Liebscher, Barbara Molony, and Andrea Pappas.
The committee reviewed the revised guidelines for C & I sequences and suggested some clarification:

The old and new guidelines now read as follows:
Guidelines for Cultures and Ideas Courses

Not every unit/section/week of a C & I sequence has to have both Western and Global components, but both Western and non-Western/Global material must be integrated in each of the two courses in significant ways. Faculty reviewing syllabi for approval will look for integration of both Western and non-Western/Global materials in such a way that neither could be removed from the course/syllabus without leaving a significant gap in the course structure. In other words, both the Western and the non-Western/Global parts of the course must be integral to the course as a whole.

Activities and assignments (for example, discussions, presentations, demonstrations, essays, quizzes, and exams) in Cultures and Ideas courses will require students to:
· think and write critically about different aspects of cultures and the relationships among global cultures, including the west.

· demonstrate understanding of a theme or themes in human experiences and cultures as they developed over significant periods of time (at least two centuries for the two-course sequence).

· reflect on the relevance of the past to their understanding of the present.
· reflect on the effect their knowledge and beliefs has on their understanding of culture in the past.
The committee discussed the three honorarium proposals:

Committee agreed to recommend funding all of them and to alert the faculty who proposed them to some issues that could pose problems when the syllabi are submitted for approval.

The committee discussed letting faculty who are developing C & I courses know:
· the FCC recognizes that disciplinary perspectives on what is Western and what is non-Western vary.
· guidelines for what is “enough” Western or non-Western/Global are now available.
· the FCC’s goal is to provide support for faculty development—not to control course development.
Other Committee Business/Discussion:

The committee discussed investigating ways to provide additional support for faculty/course development, for example, by providing stipends or honoraria when faculty guest lecture for one another to exchange expertise. We also discussed the need for a better means of helping faculty know about one another’s expertise. A database maintained by Marketing and Communications may be helpful.

The committee discussed the fact that the kinds of honorarium proposals we are receiving—and the paucity of them given curricular need—strongly suggest the need for new tenure-line hires that will support the global component of C & I. Many of the honorarium proposals indicate clearly that faculty expertise is not yet adequate to meet the demands of the new Core.

The committee also discussed some possible ways to make the sequences more easily manageable for students in Engineering and Natural Sciences, whose major requirements leave very little flexibility for choices of Core requirements. Key here is creating possibilities for students to begin in one C & I sequence and then have an opportunity to continue later if not able to take the second course the following quarter. 

Respectfully submitted,

Phyllis Brown

