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Dr. Kirk Glaser   310 St. Joseph’s Hall   (408) 554-4384   kglaser@scu.edu

ENglish 1A, Critical Thinking and Writing 1 (CTW1), Fall 2009

MWF, 8:00-9:05 AM, O’Connor 201, section 52100

MWF, 9:15-10:20 AM, O’Connor 201, 52108
Office Hours: M: 10:30-11:30 AM, W: 2:00-3:00 PM, or by appointment

Composing a Sustainable World 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
What are the relationships between science, technology, society, and the natural world? How can we live in ways that respect and nurture both the human and natural communities surrounding us? 

With these questions as our broad territory, we will read, analyze, and write about essays, literature, and other texts for developing the critical reading and writing skills needed for college and professional life. We will build an understanding of the current movement for sustainability through readings from American Earth, a new anthology covering close to 200 years of environmental literature, history, philosophy, ethics, law, and politics. We will then explore Margaret Atwood’s 2003 futuristic novel, Oryx & Crake, using our other readings as a lens for peering into the dark mirror of Atwood’s science fiction apocalypse, which satirizes human nature and contemporary society on many levels, especially our enchantment with technology that threatens the planet. 

The ideas and social issues—contemporary and timeless—raised by these readings will provide material and models for your writing. We will analyze authors’ rhetorical strategies, writing styles, uses of evidence, ideas, values and assumptions, and the historical/cultural contexts which shape their writing. We will practice writing in various rhetorical forms—narrative, expository, analytical, argumentative—to better understand the uses and strengths of each. The course will primarily be conducted in a workshop environment, sharing writing and ideas through critical reading journals, peer editing, in-class writings, group projects, research, the study of the writer’s craft, and lots of revision. All of this is to explore and develop your voice as a college writer as you hone your critical mind.

REQUIRED TEXTS
· Atwood, Margaret, Oryx & Crake
· McKibben, Bill, American Earth (anthology)

· Rawlins, Jack and Stephen Metzger, The Writer’s Way, 7th edition

· ANGEL course management system account

· OWL (Online Writing Lab at Purdue University)—Angel link

· Handouts and articles on Angel 

· A good college-level dictionary (e.g., The American Heritage College Dictionary)

Course Goals (and Core/Pathways Information)
In this course we will explore issues related to the Science, Technology, and Society (STS) Core theme along with both the Sustainability and Values in Science and Technology Pathways. We will do this while developing critical thinking and complexity in both written and oral communication by pursuing the following learning objectives, as stated in the new Santa Clara Core for CTW 1:
· Read and write with a critical point of view that displays depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical situation 

· Write essays that contain well-supported, arguable theses and that demonstrate personal engagement and clear purpose 

· Reflect on and/or analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of different modes of presentation
· Reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range of writing and thinking tasks.
This course fulfills certain requirements toward the STS Core for engineering and math/computer science majors. In addition, any student in any major may use this CTW with STS course as part of a Pathway in Sustainability or Values in Science and Technology. If you declare a Pathway in one of these areas, you may use a representative piece of work from this course in the Pathway Portfolio you will complete during your senior year. It is recommended to keep electronic copies of your work. See Addenda (following Class Schedule) and the Core/Pathways websites for more details. We will focus on STS learning objectives 1 and 3.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

You will produce a minimum of 20 pages (250 words/page) of polished writing during the term, based on the following assignments.

Essays: Four major essays and a portfolio self-evaluation essay. The first essay will be 3-4 pages and later ones up to 5-6 pages in length. You will bring rough drafts of essays to class and conferences for peer and self-editing.

Critical Reading/Free Writing Journal: You will do two main types of writing in your journals:

1. “Active reading” responses to our readings (based on prompts from me and each other) to be brought to class on the day we discuss these essays. In different pairs each class, you will read, comment on, and briefly discuss your writings before we begin class discussion. I may ask for some entries to be posted on ANGEL to be used for writing workshops. 

2. “Free Writing” entries on anything you wish, at least 2 times/week, minimum 3 pages (approx. 250 words/page) per writing session.

Journals will be checked twice during the term at conferences. I may assign in-class writings from time to time to be included in these journals as well.

Final Portfolio: A booklet containing your major essays and several short essays revised from journal and class writings, rethought and rewritten during the term into your finest prose. 

Group Presentations: You will choose groups to present material on issues of sustainability and science, technology and society to the class, which are related to Oryx and Crake. Writing workshops and presentations on other readings may also be led by small groups. 

FORMAT

All papers are to be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins and a standard 12 point font. That’s about 250 words per page. Title your essays and staple or paper clip them. Use the MLA style manual (summary in The Writer’s Way and in detail on OWL) for pagination, name, date, etc. Please proofread your final drafts carefully for typos, spelling, sentence fragments, run-ons, agreement errors, etc. It’s okay to make a few neat corrections on the final draft.

GRADES & ESSAY/ASSIGNMENT POLICIES

Your grade for the term will be based on the following percentages:

Long Essays & Final Portfolio







70%

Critical Reading Journals, Drafts







10%


Group Presentations









10%

Participation/Preparedness (class discussion, completed assignments, attendance)

10%

Essays will receive a 1 (excellent or very good work, maybe needs some revision), a 2 (a good to acceptable essay, needs revision), or a 3 (not acceptable, needs major work). You receive full credit for each essay which receives a 1 or 2, no credit with a 3. For each essay, I will complete a grading rubric with detailed comments to help you understand what works and how to develop your writing to inform, analyze, evaluate, and argue—in other words, to understand how it succeeds or needs to be improved in order to communicate effectively with an audience. The purpose of this is to take the focus off of the grade and put it on the recursive process of writing. You may revise 3s until they receive a 1 or 2, but must do so before the portfolio is due. See below (How to Pass and How to Excel), for how this will affect your final grade.

Critical Reading Journals and Rough Drafts will be graded full/partial/no credit, based on whether the assignments were completed fully and thoughtfully (full credit); were incomplete or missing entries (partial credit); or were not done at all (no credit). 

Final Portfolio: By the end of the term, you will include revised versions of your main essays and several polished short writings to compose your portfolio. The essays in the portfolio will receive letter grades based on a grading rubric—how well the writing works in organization, thesis development, logic, use of evidence, rhetorical approach, grammar/mechanics, and style. Along with a small percentage on the quality of presentation (format, titles, neatness), these grades will be combined into a final portfolio grade, making up the bulk of the 70% above. You will work on your portfolios with members of the class and with me.

Group projects/presentations will receive letter grades. 

Papers are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the date due. I do not accept electronic versions of essays via email. Since rough drafts will be due for each paper well before the final due date, there is little reason for late papers. However, the best of plans may go awry. Therefore, I allow for one late essay per term, if approved prior to the due date. The English Department will not accept fax transmissions of essays.

Revisions on the longer essays will be made before credit is assigned, through in-class workshops and conferences. Still, any paper can be revised up until the last week of class. “Revision” means substantial change in organization, content, logic, style. Writing is rewriting, and feedback is a big part of it. I encourage you to meet with me to discuss strategies before you rewrite an essay. Also consider making use of your fellow class members and the university’s tutorial programs (through the new Writing Hub and Drahmann).

How to Pass and How to Excel: By completing all course requirements—receiving full credit for essays, completing all reading and writing assignments on time, participating in class and on relevant ANGEL discussion boards, coming to class and conferences prepared with appropriate materials—you will be assured of a grade in the B range for the course. Failure to fulfill any of these may lead to a lower grade. Higher grades will be attained by high quality writing (based on the grading rubrics and my comments), along with stellar participation that both enriches the development of the ideas and techniques we are exploring and supports and enhances our community of writers. 

TEaching Philosophy (AND Attendance/Participation)

Montaigne coined the term essay from the French, essayer: to try or attempt. Much of writing may be a solitary process, but ultimately it is about communicating, and negotiating, with an audience. In this class, you will be writing to and for your fellow classmates as well as the instructor to try on new ideas and techniques, receive feedback, and develop them. 

This exchange of ideas makes attendance and class participation essential. The course is designed to help you develop critical thinking and writing skills in a workshop environment. Your active, consistent participation in discussions, peer editing, and reviews of writing techniques is necessary for you to do well in the course and become proficient college writers. Further, your ideas and observations help make the class a community of writers and thinkers—a place where we engage in a mutually challenging, inspiring, and enjoyable process. 

Therefore, six unexcused absences constitute a 0 for the participation portion of your grade; more than 6 and you may be dropped from the class. An excused absence is one due to extreme illness or serious personal problems. Please contact me as soon as possible. If you arrive after the attendance sheet is passed around at the beginning of class, you are marked tardy. If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be marked absent and are asked not to disrupt others by entering class.

CONFERENCES AND OFFICE HOURS
I will schedule two required conferences with each of you during the term to discuss writing and revising particular essays, course work, and any concerns you have. I am also available during office hours and encourage you to take advantage of the individual attention I can devote to your writing. If you are unable to keep an appointment, please let me know in advance.

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Santa Clara University has a strong commitment to academic integrity. Failure to acknowledge sources of borrowed ideas and/or wording of ideas according to established academic conventions can result in an F for the assignment and the course and a written record of your dishonesty filed in the Dean’s office–even, in some cases, expulsion from the University. Please refer to www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-Integrity.cfm for university policies.
Disability Accommodation Policy
To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, 408-554-4318; TTY 408-554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

LASTLY
I look forward to getting to know all of you and working on your writing and thinking skills this term.

Class Schedule of Readings and Assignments
Readings to be completed for the listed class date

	Week One

9/21-25
	M: Introduction to class and each other; Reading: Snyder, “Smokey the Bear Sutra,” from American Earth (AE), ed. Bill McKibben, 473-477.

Writing: Where things come from.

Critical Reading Journal 1 for Wed.: “Your Writing Life: What’s Helped, What’s Hurt” 

W: Muir, “A Wind-Storm in the Forest,” AE, 89-97; Brower, “The Third Planet: Operating Instructions,” AE, 554-58.  The Writer’s Way (WW): Prologue, Chs. 1 & 2

F: WW, Ch. 11, Personal Writing, 202-219; Beston, “Orion Rises on the Dunes,” AE, 205-08; Sanders, “After the Flood,” AE, 781-789

Essay 1 Assignment (Narrative Analysis): What Sustains My World? 

	Week Two

9/28-10/2
	M: Dillard, “Fecundity,” AE, 531-549; WW: Scan Chs. 3, 4, 15; Read Ch. 9, “Peer Feedback”

Writing Workshop: Reader Response and Personal Narratives

W: Draft of Essay 1 due for in-class peer editing

F: Thoreau, from Walden, AE, 9-25; Solnit, “The Thoreau Problem,” AE, 971-74

Essay 2 Assignment: Rhetorical Analysis and Argumentation
Essay 1 Due at Beginning of Class 

	Week Three

10/5-9


	M: White, “The Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis,” AE, 405-412; Dewitt, from Inspirations for Sustaining Life on Earth, AE, 920-28; WW: Chs. 13-14 on Writing/Analyzing Arguments

W: Jacobs, “The Death and Life of Great American Cities,” AE, 359-364, Kingsolver, “Knowing Our Place,” AE, 939-47; WW, Chs. 13-14 cont.

F: Leopold, from A Sand County Almanac, AE, 265-294; WW: Ch. 5, 68-84 (Thesis, Purpose, Audience, Tone)

	Week Four

10/12-16
	M: Oryx & Crake Presentation Plans. 

W: Conferences on Essays 1 & 2 in small groups (no class meeting); Journals reviewed at conferences.
F:  Conferences on Essays 1 & 2 in small groups (no class meeting); Journals reviewed at conferences.


	Week Five

10/19-23
	M:  Berry, “Preserving Wildness,” AE, 516-30; Oryx & Crake (O&C), Ch. 1 (3-12); Essay 3 Assignment: Using Research for Contextual Analysis 









Essay 2 Due
W: Oryx & Crake, Chs. 2-3 (3-48)

F: Oryx & Crake, Chs. 4-5 (49-110), Group Presentation 1

(Pollan, from The Omnivore’s Dilemma, AE, 948-960)*

	Week Six

10/26-30
	M: Oryx & Crake, Chs. 6-7 (113-169), Group Presentation 2

(Mackaye, “The Indigenous and the Metropolitan,” AE, 209-223)

W:  Oryx & Crake, Chs. 8-9 (173-238), Group Presentation 3

(Hawken, from Blessed Unrest, AE, 961-970)

F: WW, Ch. 6, Mapping, Outlining, and Abstracting as Diagnostic Tools

Essay 3 Thesis/Proposal Due

	Week Seven

11/2-6
	M: Oryx & Crake, Chs. 10-12 (241-329), Group Presentation 4

(Schell, from The Fate of the Earth, AE, 622-631)

W: Oryx & Crake, Chs. 13-15 (333-374), Group Presentation 5;

(Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” AE, 438-450) 
F: Diagnostic Outlining: Solnit, “Jurassic Park of the Free Market” (Orion, handout);  Library Database Research with student topics

	Week Eight

11/9-13
	M: After Oryx and Crake: How to Imagine a Sustainable World?
Essay 3 draft due in class for peer feedback

W:  Jackson, “Outside the Solar Village,” AE, 595-608, 

Momaday, “A First American Views His Land,” AE, 570-581


Essay 4: Essay 1 Revisited: What Sustains My World, or How to Thrive in 2030 (developing your narrative with new rhetorical techniques)

Wed. Evening Special Event: Screening/Discussion of Food, Inc. (93 mins., mandatory; date may shift, details TBA)

F: WW, Chs. 7-8; Orion Magazine (Angel link): “Making Other Arrangements”: Selections on grassroots, sustainable practices    

Essay 3 Due

	Week Nine

11/16-20
	M:  WW, Ch. 5, 84-96 (and Chs. 7-8): Writing Workshop on Style

Portfolio Assignment and Self-Evaluation Letter

W:  WW, Ch. 10: Writing Workshops on Style and Editing
F: Writing Workshops on Style and Editing

	Thanksgiving Recess
	

	Week Ten

11/30-12/4
	M & W: Individual conferences: Writing Portfolios (no class meetings); Reading Journals graded at conferences

F: Final Class

 

	Week Eleven

6/8-12
	No exam for this class during finals week 

M: Portfolios due


*AE essays in parentheses connect thematically to the chapters from Oryx and Crake but are not required reading unless mandated by the group presenters.

CORE AND PATHWAYS ADDENDA

Critical Thinking and Writing and Science, Technology and Society in the Core

Each Critical Thinking & Writing (CTW) sequence in SCU’s Core Curriculum focuses on a particular theme.  This CTW sequence focuses on a theme related to Science, Technology and Society (STS). Please note the following important points:

· This sequence fulfills the Core CTW requirement. 

· All students are welcome in this course, regardless of major or Pathway.

· Although most students will fulfill the Core STS requirement with a separate course, students in some majors (engineering and math/computer science) will begin to satisfy their Core STS requirement with this course. The second part of the Core STS requirement will be satisfied by a course in those majors.

· This course can begin some Pathways related to STS, such as Values in Science & Technology and Sustainability.

· See the Core website (www.scu.edu/core ) or the website of the Drahmann Advising Center (www.scu.edu/Drahmann) for the list of all courses fulfilling the STS requirement, and for a list of all Pathways.

Science, Technology & Society
Goals: Scientific Inquiry, Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity Objectives: At the end of STS, students will:

1.1     Recognize and articulate the complexity of the relationship between science and/or technology and society. (Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)

1.2     Comprehend the relevant science and/or technology and explain how science and/or technology advance through the process of inquiry and experiment. (Scientific Inquiry, Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)

1.3     Analyze and evaluate the social impact of science and/or technology and how science and/or technology are themselves impacted by the needs and demands of society. (Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)
Dr. Kirk Glaser   310 St. Joseph’s Hall   (408) 554-4384   kglaser@scu.edu

English 2A: Critical Thinking and WRiting 2, Spring 2010

MWF, 9:15-10:20, sec. 54046, O’Connor 210

Office Hours: M, 10:40-11:30, W, 11:00-12:00, or by appointment

COmposing A Sustainable World: 

Rhetoric, Reason, research

COURSE DESCRIPTION

What are the relationships between science, technology, society (STS) and the natural world? How does society influence and react to science and technology in their broadest constructs, and what becomes of natural as well as human communities in the process? 

Persisting with these questions as our broad territory for English 2a, we will continue to develop the skills and habits of mind begun in English 1a, but with some additional questions: How do we know what we know is true? How do we prove it? How do we learn to read the gradations of truth? We will continue our rhetorical focus on writing as a tool for communication in a variety of media and contexts, but now emphasis is on argument and logical reasoning supported with research and information literacy—finding, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing appropriate primary and secondary sources in your own writing. Your main essays will focus on developing rigorous research and investigative skills while integrating various rhetorical models (narrative, expository, analytical, persuasive, creative) into sustained research essays.

We will begin the term by applying tools and techniques learned through The Well-Crafted Argument to readings from American Earth (mostly new, a few revisited) to evaluate authors’ rhetorical argument strategies, uses of evidence, writing styles, ideas, values, assumptions, and historical/cultural contexts. Much of the term will be spent exploring, in great depth, topics of your own choosing evolving from our readings and your interests that fit under the STS rubric. We will study the relative effectiveness of different modes and contexts of discourse (different media, etc.) for informing (and misinforming) an audience.

The course will primarily be conducted in a workshop environment, sharing writing and ideas through peer editing, revision, critical journal writings, research and group presentation projects on STS and sustainability themes, and the study of the writer’s craft. You will work more independently than in English 1, with much of your reading and writing, as well as class discussions, based on your research. All of this is to explore and develop your voice as a college writer as you hone your critical mind.

REQUIRED TEXTS
· McKibben, Bill, American Earth (anthology)

· White & Billings, The Well-Crafted Argument, 3rd edition 

· ANGEL course management system account

· OWL (Online Writing Lab at Purdue University)—ANGEL link

· Articles on ANGEL and handouts

· A good college-level dictionary (e.g., The American Heritage College Dictionary)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Essay Assignments 1 & 2: Essays 1 and 2 (3-4 pages each) will explore topics growing out of course material, with emphasis on honing research skills and argument strategies.

Term Research Essay 3: This essay (10 page min.) may grow out of essay 1 or 2, group presentations, or a new topic. These essays will analyze an issue and develop an analytical and/or argumentative thesis drawing on in-depth, academic research. Drafts of essays will be read in class, small groups, and conferences for feedback.

Presentations: Working in groups you will research topics evolving from our readings and discussions, focusing on the science, technology, society, and sustainability matrix. Presentations will apply argument techniques to various media (text, visual, sound) to explore the complexities and various sides of an issue.

Critical Reading/Free Writing Journal: Journals will be checked twice during the term. You will do two main types of writing in your journals:

3. “Active reading” responses to our American Earth, Well-Crafted Argument, and other readings to be brought to class on the day we discuss these materials. These will be based on prompts I supply and your interests, with a focus on research, argument techniques, analysis, interpretation, summary, paraphrase, use of sources, and writing techniques. In different pairs at the beginning of class, you will read, comment on, and briefly discuss your writings. I may ask for some entries to be posted on ANGEL to be used for writing workshops. I may assign in-class writings from time to time to be included in these journals.

4. “Free Writing” entries on anything you wish, at least 2 times/week, minimum 1 page (approx. 250 words/page) per writing session. 

Midterm “Exam”: This is more of a quiz than exam, aimed primarily to assure that the Toulmin and Rogerian argumentation concepts are understood. 
GRADES & PAPER POLICIES

Essay Format: Use the MLA (Modern Language Association), APA (American Psychiatric Association), or Chicago Manual of Style format for all matters of paper format and documentation. The Purdue OWL website provides details on all of these. The class textbook provides basic information on using MLA and APA formats.
All papers are to be typed, double-spaced, with one inch margins and a standard 12 point font, handed in stapled. Include a title. Please proofread your final drafts carefully for typos, spelling, sentence fragments, run-ons, agreement errors, etc. It is fine to make neat corrections on the final draft.

Grading Criteria:

Research/Argument Essays 1 and 2







25%

Term Research Essay 3, Argument / Analysis





45%

Presentations










10%

Midterm Exam









  5%

Critical Reading Journals








  5%

Participation/Preparedness (class discussion, attendance, response writings, etc.)

10%

Essays and presentations will be graded. For each essay, I will complete a grading rubric with detailed comments to help you understand what works and how to develop your writing to inform, analyze, evaluate, and argue—in other words, to understand how it succeeds or needs to be improved to communicate effectively with an audience. 

Critical Reading Journals and Rough Drafts will be graded full/partial/no credit, based on whether the assignments were completed fully and thoughtfully (full credit); were incomplete or missing entries (partial credit); or were not done at all (no credit).

Papers are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the date due. Since rough drafts will be due for each paper well before the final due date, there is little reason for late papers. However, the best of plans may go awry. One essay may be handed in up to one week late (less time for final essay) without penalty. I do not accept electronic versions of essays via email. The English Department will not accept fax transmissions of essays.

Revisions will mostly be made before a grade is assigned, through submitting drafts, in-class workshops and conferences. Still, the first two essays may be revised after being graded and receive a new grade (averaged). “Revision” means substantial change in organization, content, logic, style. Writing is rewriting, and feedback is a big part of it. I encourage you to meet with me to discuss strategies before you rewrite a graded essay. Also consider making use of your classmates and the university’s tutorial programs (through the new Writing Hub).

How to Pass and How to Excel: Complete all reading and writing assignments on time, participate in class, come to class and conferences prepared with appropriate materials. Failure to fulfill any of these will lower your grade. Higher grades will be attained by high quality writing (based on the grading rubrics, my comments, and our models). Higher grades also come from stellar participation that enriches the development of the ideas and techniques we are exploring as well as supports and enhances our community of writers. 

Teaching Philosophy (AND Attendance / Participation)

Much of writing may be a solitary process, but ultimately it is about communicating, and negotiating, with an audience. In this class, you will be writing with greater emphasis on writing to a larger academic audience than in English 1A. Still, you are first writing to and for your fellow classmates (as well as the instructor) and are encouraged to explore and experiment with new ideas and techniques in your drafts, receive feedback, and develop them. 

This exchange of ideas makes attendance and class participation essential. The course is designed to help you develop critical thinking, writing, and research skills in a workshop environment. Your active, consistent participation in discussions, peer editing, and reviews of writing techniques is necessary for you to do well in the course and become proficient college writers. Further, your ideas and observations help make the class a community of writers and thinkers—a place where we engage in a mutually challenging, inspiring, and enjoyable process. 

Therefore, after the first unexcused absence, your participation grade begins to suffer. Six unexcused absences constitute a 0 for your participation grade; more than 6 and you may be dropped from the class. An excused absence is one due to illness or serious personal problems. Please contact me as soon as possible. If you arrive after the attendance sheet is passed around at the beginning of class, you are marked tardy. If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be marked absent and are asked not to disrupt others by entering class.

CONFERENCES AND OFFICE HOURS
I will schedule two required conferences with each of you during the term to discuss writing and revising particular essays, course work, group presentations, and any concerns you have. I am also available during office hours and encourage you to take advantage of the individual attention I can devote to your writing. If you are unable to keep an appointment, please let me know in advance.

Course Goals (and Core/Pathways Information)
We will continue to develop critical thinking and complexity in both written and oral communication by pursuing the following learning objectives, as stated in the new Santa Clara Core for CTW 2:
Main Learning Goals:

• Critical Thinking: The ability to identify, reflect upon, evaluate, integrate, and apply 

different types of information and knowledge to form independent judgments. Students 

experience writing and other critical thinking processes as a way to learn.  

• Complexity: An approach to understanding the world that appreciates ambiguity and nuance as well as clarity and precision. 

• Communication: Interacting effectively with different audiences, especially through writing, speech, and second language.

Meta-goals: Intentional Learning, Information Literacy

Student Learning Objectives: By the end of the course, you will 

· Read and write with a critical point of view that demonstrates greater depth of thought and a more thorough understanding of the rhetorical situation than in English 1 
· Write research-based essays that contain well-supported arguable theses and that demonstrate personal engagement and clear purpose 
· Independently and deliberately locate, select, and appropriately use and cite evidence that is ample, credible, and smoothly integrated into an intellectually honest argument 
· Analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of different modes of presentation 

· Reflect more deeply than in English 1 upon the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range of writing and thinking tasks.

This course also fulfills certain requirements toward the Science, Technology, and Society (STS) Core for engineering and math/computer science majors. See addenda below. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Santa Clara University has a strong commitment to academic integrity. Failure to acknowledge sources of borrowed ideas and/or wording of ideas according to established academic conventions can result in an F for the assignment and the course and a written record of your dishonesty filed in the Dean’s office–even, in some cases, expulsion from the University. Please refer to www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-Integrity.cfm for university policies.
Disability Accommodation Policy
To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, 408-554-4318; TTY 408-554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

Lastly
I hope we have fun sharing research and writing, as well as exploring and arguing about topics raised in our readings, and I look forward to continue working with all of you.

CORE, PATHWAYS, and STS ADDENDA

Critical Thinking and Writing and Science, Technology and Society in the Core

Each Critical Thinking & Writing (CTW) sequence in SCU’s Core Curriculum focuses on a particular theme.  This CTW sequence focuses on a theme related to Science, Technology and Society (STS). Please note the following important points:

· This sequence fulfills the Core CTW requirement. 

· All students are welcome in this course, regardless of major or Pathway.

· Although most students will fulfill the Core STS requirement with a separate course, students in some majors (engineering and math/computer science) will begin to satisfy their Core STS requirement with this course. The second part of the Core STS requirement will be satisfied by a course in those majors.

· This course can begin some Pathways related to STS. Any student in any major may use this CTW with STS course as part of a Pathway in Sustainability or Values in Science and Technology. If you declare a Pathway in one of these areas, you may use a representative piece of work from this course in the Pathway Portfolio you will complete during your senior year. It is recommended to keep electronic copies of your work, along with the syllabus and assignments.
· See the Core website (www.scu.edu/core ) or the website of the Drahmann Advising Center (www.scu.edu/Drahmann) for the list of all courses fulfilling the STS requirement, and for a list of all Pathways.

Science, Technology & Society
Goals: Scientific Inquiry, Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity Objectives: At the end of STS, students will:

1.1     Recognize and articulate the complexity of the relationship between science and/or technology and society. (Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)

1.2     Comprehend the relevant science and/or technology and explain how science and/or technology advance through the process of inquiry and experiment. (Scientific Inquiry, Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)

1.3     Analyze and evaluate the social impact of science and/or technology and how science and/or technology are themselves impacted by the needs and demands of society. (Science & Technology, Critical Thinking, Complexity)
As in CTW 1, we will focus on STS learning objectives 1 and 3.
Schedule for English 2A, Spring 2010
Readings assigned are to be done for the date listed. 

	Week One
3/29-4/2
	M: Introduction to Class; Critical Reading Journal 1 Assignment
W: The Well-Crafted Argument (WCA): Ch. 1 (may skip “Tribal Relations” and “The Cartoon” essays); Ch. 2—Skim (may skip Galileo article); P.T. Barnum, from The Humbugs of the World, in American Earth (AE), 81-83; Critical Reading Journal 2 assignment

Essay 1 Assignment: Classical Argument

F:  Good Friday, no class



	Week Two

4/5-9
	M: Share Critical Reading Journal 2 (Responding to Visual Arguments: ads with environmental subjects)
W: WCA: Ch. 3, Classical Argument (may skip voucher articles); Muir, “Hetch Hetchy Valley,” AE, 104-112
F: Classical Argument continued; Student Sample Essays

Self-Guided Library Tour Assignment and 

“Finding Scholarly Journals” tutorial on library website http://www.scu.edu/docs/SCU/Library/Orradre/services/reference/is/tutorials/periodicals/index.html


	Week Three

4/12-16
	M: Peer Feedback Workshop for Essay 1
W: WCA, Ch. 4, Toulmin Argument Model; Durning: “The Dubious Rewards of Consumption,” AE, 770-780
Essay 1 Due 
Essay 2 Assignment: Toulmin/Rogerian Argument

F: Toulmin Argument continued: Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” AE, 438-450 


	Week Four

4/19-23
	M: WCA, Ch. 5, Rogerian Argument model, and Ch. 7, Research (use as reference throughout term); White, “The Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis,” AE, 405-412; Dewitt, from Inspirations for Sustaining Life on Earth, AE, 920-28 
Hand in Self-Guided Library Tour/Scholarly Journals exercises 

W: Library Training Lab Session—meet in Learning Commons 203
F: Toulmin/Rogerian Arguments continued; Pollan, “The Omnivore’s Dilemma,” AE, 948-960; Student Sample Essays 


	Week Five

4/26-30
	M: Midterm Quiz on Toulmin & Rogerian Argument Models
W&F: Conference 1 (Discuss draft of essay 2; review essay 1)—no class meeting; Critical Reading Journals due at conferences



	Week Six

5/3-7
	M: WCA, Ch. 6, Reasoning: Methods and Fallacies; Angel articles: Solnit, “Jurassic Park of the Free Market,” and Diamond, “Will Big Business Save the Earth?”
M: Essay 2 Due

Essay 3 Assignment: Term Research Project
W: Reasoning Methods and Fallacies continued; Quammen, “Planet of Weeds,” AE, 874-897
F: The Thousand Names of  Nature: What shapes how we imagine nature in an age of science? Eiseley, “How Flowers Changed the World,” AE, 337-347; E.O. Wilson, “Bernhardsdorp,” AE, 671-689


	Week Seven

5/10-14
	M: Begin Student Presentations on Sustainability/STS themes (based on readings from American Earth and additional research); Critical Reading Journals on student presentation assignments

W: Student Presentation 2
F: Student Presentation 3



	Week Eight

5/17-21
	MWF: Student Presentations

Writing, Information Literacy/Research, and Methods of Reasoning/Critical Thinking Workshops



	Week Nine

5/24-28
	MW: Writing and Research Workshops (sample student essays)

F: No Class

	Week Ten

5/31-6/4
	M: Memorial Day Holiday

W-Th: Conference 2 on Term Essay draft (no class meeting on W); Critical Reading Journals due for second evaluation at conference 

F: Final class, course evaluations



	Week Eleven

Finals Week
	Term Essay 3 Due on Monday, 6/7, Noon
No Final Exam for Class


