Teaching Cultures & Ideas 1 and 2: A Panel Discussion May 21, 2009 

Sponsored by the Core Curriculum Implementation Team and the Faculty Development Program
Moderators: Phyllis Brown (English) and Barbara Molony (History)

Panelists: Michelle Bezanson (Anthropology), Sherry Booth (English), Brigitte Charaus (History), John Farnsworth (English and Environmental Studies), Cynthia Mahamdi (English), Shannon Vallor (Philosophy)
Eleven faculty piloted versions of Cultures & Ideas sequences during 2008-2009 in Anthropology, Art and Art History, English, English and Environmental Studies, History, Honors, and Philosophy. During the year these faculty met two or three times to discuss what was working and what challenges they were facing. Six of them agreed to discuss challenges and opportunities with faculty planning C & I sequences for next year. The outline of the panel presentation is presented below.

Course content challenges:

 

· Having "cultures" be central to the course; need for narratives to help students make sense of cultures (Sherry Booth)

· Providing historical context when courses have less chronological framework than Western Culture courses did (Sherry Booth; Cynthia Mahamdi)

· Meeting challenges posed by new categories of analysis and shifting vocabulary for ideas in different places and at different times (Shannon Vallor)
First-year students:

· Getting students to distinguish between main ideas of course/readings and subordinate ideas; making categories of analysis clear to first-year students  (Shannon Vallor)

· Designing courses and syllabi with first-year students in mind, especially not being too ambitious (Michelle Bezanson)
· Being realistic about first-year student reading and writing abilities (Cynthia Mahamdi) 

Course transformation and sequencing:
· How to transform an existing Western Culture course or course sequence into a C&I sequence: what can be kept, what really needs to change (Brigitte Charaus)

· How to take full advantage of the sequencing, treating the sequence as a 20-week course (John Farnsworth)

Each panelist was asked to keep comments brief so that there would be time for discussion. After every panelist had spoken, other attendees were invited to comment and ask questions.
