February 8, 2010

Dear Colleagues,

I want to thank you for helping the University host a successful WASC

visit in October 2009, and to remind you that Santa Clara will be

hosting a second WASC visit in exactly one year. The WASC visiting team

will return to Santa Clara for a site visit February 7 – 9, 2011. The

team will meet with selected groups and individuals on campus and at our

Off-Campus sites.

The 2011 visit is the second in a two-part cycle. While the 2009 visit

focused on “Capacity,” the 2011 visit will focus on “Educational

Effectiveness.” The Educational Effectiveness visit will be followed by

a seven to ten year re-accreditation cycle.

Your assistance with the forthcoming visit will be appreciated:

•
Please mark your calendars now for February 7 – 9, 2011. The

visiting team’s schedule will be available a few weeks before the visit.

•
Please assist us in promoting a culture that supports meaningful

and manageable assessment. Manageable assessment is systematic and

selective. Meaningful assessment involves asking how we can better

support student learning in our departments and programs.

•
Please include learning objectives on all syllabi at the course

and program level.

•
Please be prepared to discuss program review processes with the

visiting team. The team will examine selected academic program review

documents, inquiring into the alignment of program review with planning

processes.

•
Please participate in fall quarter town-hall discussions of the

draft Educational Effectiveness Review (EER) report. Your feedback on

the report will be useful.

I will be working with the WASC Steering Committee and Sub-Committees to

prepare the Educational Effectiveness Report. The report, due in early

November 2010, will include three major components:

•
The report will respond to the six recommendations in the

visiting team report. The WASC visiting team report is posted at

www.scu.edu/wasc at the password protected Reports & Data link (use your

GroupWise ID and password to enter the site).

•
The report will address Santa Clara’s three themes (educating

for competence, conscience and compassion; supporting the teaching

scholar; and promoting a community of inclusive excellence) from the

perspective of educational effectiveness.

•
The report will include other required elements, including an

analysis of processes leading to improvement in student learning and

institutional learning; a discussion of the effectiveness of the program

review process; an analysis of disaggregated student retention and

graduation rates; and an integrative, concluding reflection.

For an overview of issues the visiting team will address while on campus

next February, see the Educational Effectiveness Framework rubric, at

www.scu.edu/wasc at the Resources link.

Please feel free to contact members of the WASC Steering Committee or

Sub-Committees with questions. Committee membership lists are posted at

www.scu.edu/wasc at the committees link.

Thank you again for your participation in the re-accreditation process.
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