Dear Faculty and Staff, 

I am writing to share with you some important dates associated with
Santa Clara’s reaccreditation by the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC); to request your assistance with the process; and to
provide an update on progress toward completion of the University’s WASC
reports. 

Dates
The WASC reaccreditation process consists of two stages:  a “Capacity
and Preparatory Review” (CPR) and an “Educational Effectiveness Review
(EER).” The Capacity and Preparatory Review focuses on the University’s
“capacity” to educate its students and its “preparation” for the
Educational Effectiveness Review.  The Educational Effectiveness Review
focuses on student learning and institutional learning.  Each review
involves a substantial report from the University and a site visit by a
visiting team of peers from similar institutions.

The schedule has been set for Santa Clara’s two reviews:

CPR report due:     July 30, 2009
CPR site visit:         October 20-22, 2009

EER report due:     December 1, 2010
EER site visit:         February 23-25, 2011

Request for assistance from the University community
WASC asks that the institution ensure that visiting teams can meet with
groups of faculty, staff, administrators, and students during the site
visit. Please enter these dates into your calendars now to ensure the
availability of representative groups from the University community
during the site visits.

The support, participation, and assistance of the University community
will be particularly appreciated in relation to the “Core Commitment to
Educational Effectiveness”; i.e., the commitment to student learning and
institutional learning.  WASC places particular emphasis on the
following “Criteria for Review” 
(http://www.scu.edu/wasc/upload/080310-Standards_Revision.pdf ): 

The institution’s expectations for learning and student attainment…at
the course, program, and, as appropriate, institutional level…are
developed and widely shared among its members…Faculty take collective
responsibility for establishing, reviewing, fostering, and demonstrating
the attainment of these expectations (Criteria for Review 2.3, 2.4).

Update
Alongside an emphasis on student learning and institutional learning,
Santa Clara’s CPR and EER reports will examine three areas selected by
the University: 
Educating for Competence, Conscience, and Compassion
Supporting the Santa Clara Teaching Scholar Model
Promoting a Community of Inclusive Excellence
Santa Clara’s WASC steering committee and subcommittees, first convened
in February 2007, have accomplished the following tasks to date:
•   established a web site for relevant materials
(http://www.scu.edu/wasc)
•   completed the University’s Institutional Proposal (approved July
2007)
•   gathered and interpreted data for the “capacity” portion of the
Capacity and Preparatory Review.
•   initiated a number of “educational effectiveness” inquiries for
the “preparatory” portion of the Capacity and Preparatory Review. These
inquiries will be incorporated into the Educational Effectiveness
Review.
Please see the following URL for a more comprehensive list of milestones
accomplished: http://www.scu.edu/wasc/upload/WascTimeline06-02-08.pdf

The committees are currently completing early drafts of sections of the
Capacity and Preparatory Review.  See below for a tentative outline of
the CPR report. We anticipate having a draft of the full Capacity and
Preparatory Review Report to share with the University community in
Winter quarter 2009. We look forward to receiving your comments at that
time. 

Please feel free to contact me or any member of a WASC committee or
subcommittee with questions.  We welcome your questions and comments
regarding the WASC reaccreditation process. Anonymous comments can be
posted on the homepage of SCU’s WASC web site (http://www.scu.edu/wasc).

Thank you.

Diane Jonte-Pace
Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies
WASC Accreditation Liaison Officer
Professor of Religious Studies



___________________________________________________________

SCU Capacity and Preparatory Review report 
Tentative Outline 
1.  Introduction
a.  Overview (structured according to WASC’s Four Standards and
Forty-Two Criteria for Review)
b.  Program Review and Assessment
II. Reflective Essays
a.  Educating for Competence, Conscience, and Compassion
b.  Supporting the Santa Clara Teaching Scholar Model
c.  Promoting a Community of Inclusive Excellence
d.  Other 
III.    Concluding Essay
Appendices and Addenda to the report will contain the following:
I.  Portfolio of Exhibits
a.  Basic Descriptive Data
b.  Stipulated Policies
c.  Exhibits and Data Displays Chosen by SCU
II. Appendix
a.  Response to Previous Commission Action Letter
b.  Response to Previous Visiting Team Recommendations



