Safe space surveys report – web-page version

Introduction:

The Safe Space Project was designed and implemented by OOWO (On Our Way Out), a group of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning) faculty and staff at SCU to help create an environment on campus that would contribute to making queer students “feel safe.” 

The Vice-Provost’s Office provided funding for the Safe Space Project , and required an assessment of the project’s effectiveness as a qualification of the funding; this assessment was one rationale for the surveys. Members of  OOWO intend the survey to provide information first about queer and non-queer students’ attitudes toward homosexuality and, second, about the experiences of queer students on campus in relation to their being homosexual. Most importantly, OOWO members felt that the survey results would help us to demonstrate the need for the Safe Space Project itself. The survey was initially designed by two individual members of OOWO and later refined by the entire group. 

During Fall 2000 email was sent to all SCU undergraduates asking them to fill out a survey on "Attitudes about sexual orientation”.  Those students who considered themselves to be "LGBTQ" (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning) were asked to fill out a second survey. Responses were anonymous and voluntary.

The full results of each survey are presented here in two parts, text and appendixes, for ease of reading and thoroughness.  The text is a summary of the overall findings of each survey; based on these findings, we make suggestions for further inquiry and action.  Following this are two appendixes, with tables of results for each survey. 

These findings are offered as information, and as seeds for ongoing dialogue to improve the level of understanding and acceptance of, and safety for, LGBTQ people at SCU.  

A note on significance, statistical and otherwise.

Since participation was voluntary, we assume that we did not get a random sample of SCU undergraduates. For the first survey, presumably students especially interested in the topic responded. Though those students could be either especially supportive or unsupportive, we guess that people who were especially supportive would have been more likely to take the time to fill out the survey. We used chi-square tests to determine trends. Those with a p-value less than 0.15 are listed. Given the number, they should not all be assumed to be statistically significant nor representative of student views on campus.  However, we found these results moving and worthy of reflection, and significant as representative of those who did choose to respond.

Summary of overall findings

Survey for undergraduates at SCU: “Attitudes about sexual orientation”

There were 335 responses to this survey, roughly divided among the undergraduate years; nearly two thirds were female.  Of  those responding to this survey, 12% identified as LGBTQ.  In general most respondents stated they felt comfortable around LGBTQ people, 86% stated they’d be supportive if their best friend told them they were gay.  Only 6% of respondents felt that all those at SCU should be heterosexual because this is a Roman Catholic university, and 96% of respondents stated they’d still take a class if they knew the professor was LGBTQ.  However, over half of those of religious or faith traditions stated that those traditions were not supportive of LGTBQ, and 38% of respondents felt that SCU is not a safe or inclusive environment for LGBTQ students. 

Two questions on this survey called for written responses. One addressed the response students would anticipate from their parents if the student told them they were LGBTQ; the other addressed how the student would respond if their roommate told them they were LGBTQ. Nearly a quarter of the participants omitted these questions.  In regard to parents’ potential responses, less than half (48%) of the respondents felt that their parents would be supportive if they told them they were LGTBQ. Even among those respondents, a large number felt that their parent’s response would be equivocal or that their parents’ reactions would be split.  Of the 20% of respondents who felt their parents would have negative reactions the majority were very strongly negative. 

Respondents had very mixed emotions in response to the roommates question. Nearly half indicated comfort or support for a LGBTQ roommate; of these, nearly half indicated understanding of the impact of homophobia and stated they’d want to offer positive support rather than simply being accepting.    However, nearly 30% of the participants indicated they would feel uncomfortable with or unsupportive of a LGBTQ roommate. 

It was obvious that clear-cut responses were not the majority, and it is encouraging to note that many students were willing to work through any reservations they may initially have regarding LGBTQ peers. However, we feel that a 20 - 30% negative response to these questions is a problematically high number. It indicates a distressingly high degree of homophobia among the respondents and thus perhaps in this campus community. The percentage of negative responses reminds us of the continual need for diversity awareness, education, and modeling in the SCU community.  

Given the obvious diverse backgrounds of our community that this survey points to, we feel it will be more challenging for there to be an open dialogue on the issue of homosexuality and creating a safe space on campus. We feel this diversity will also contribute to queer students feeling insecure or uncomfortable in our community

Survey for LGBTQ undergraduates at SCU

There were 30 responses to this survey, with Freshmen and Seniors accounting for 70%. Nearly two thirds of those responding were male.  Over two thirds of the LGBTQ respondents agreed that staff and faculty at SCU made them feel safe and welcome, and a third of respondents very strongly agreed with this.  However a third of respondents disagreed that SCU students made them feel welcome, and half of the respondents were neutral or disagreed that SCU students make them feel safe.  Less than half of respondents felt they can be themselves at SCU, and less than a quarter felt that they did not have to censor their speech at SCU. 

 Nearly a third of respondents had experienced gay bashing (verbal or physical harassment) at SCU, and half had witnessed gay bashing at SCU.  Perhaps most telling, 20% of respondents were out to no one, and 60% were out to close friends only.

Two questions on this survey called for written responses: “What is your understanding of your church’s position on sexual orientation?”  And “How has it affected your life?”

LGBTQ students at SCU seem to have a fairly accurate knowledge of the Catholic Church’s teaching on homosexuality. They sum it up as basically – “Love the sinner, but hate the sin;”  “Homosexuality is a tendency toward a basic disorder;” “sex outside of heterosexual marriage is forbidden.”

For many, this teaching causes confusion and a sense of alienation. Some few made comments like “natural law stinks.” In general, most did not feel the official teaching was fair, sensible or the final word, and have found self-acceptance in spite of these teachings. Some feel forced to separate their personal faith, and their belief that God loves them, from church doctrine. With only one exception, queer students rejected the idea that queer people were not to act on homosexual feelings, and that they are to be celibate for their entire lives.

 Many have found encouragement in the teachings of queer advocates in the church like Jeannine Gramick and Robert Nugent, and several of the Jesuits here at Santa Clara University. Some feel the need to look beyond the church for self-acceptance. At least one felt the need to find another religion that was more accepting.

It seems clear to us that negative church teachings about homosexuality are causing the alienation of young queer people. 

Suggestions

While these findings cannot be taken as representative of the views of undergraduates in general at SCU, or of LGBTQ undergraduates at SCU, we find them poignant and thought-provoking. The process of reading and re-reading the written responses, both of LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ students, was moving in a way that this bare and statistical report cannot convey.  To preserve anonymity and confidentiality, we made interpretive summaries of the written responses.  In doing so we leached them of the power and feeling they contained, the anguish and heart-searching, the anger and pain.  The voices of those speaking through these surveys, in particular through their written responses, call for reply.  That reply cannot simply take the form of this report nor words of understanding. They call for considered action to create a responsively engaged understanding, acceptance, and support of LGBTQ people.

As a start we encourage staff, faculty, and administrators who consider themselves allies to LGBTQs  at SCU, to think of one practical step they could take to promote understanding and acceptance of LGBTQs on campus.  We will hold a forum for LGBTQs, allies and others to meet for discussion to promote understanding and change on campus, and to share ideas and plans for how to effect this change.  The date for this forum will be announced shortly. 

Appendix A

General Undergraduate students’ survey

“Attitudes about sexual orientation”

This survey was voluntary and anonymous

335 students responded to this survey

Interpretive summary of written responses

how do you think your parents would react if you told them you identified as a lgbtq? 

Response Type


Number Responding

          %Responding

1.  Supportive/Accepting
162
48%

Typical responses included:

· They would support me

· They would be confused but supportive

· They would be stunned... but eventually accept me.

2. Negative Reaction/Not supportive
68
20%

Typical responses included:

· They would not support me.

· They would disown or kill me.

· They would be shocked and send me to counseling.

3. I Don’t Know




18



5%


Typical responses included:

· I don’t  know.

· I’m not sure.

4. They already know
5
1.4%

5. I’m not gay





7



2%

6. No answer given

78
23%







 how  would you respond if your roommate told you he/she was lgbtq?

It is important to note that many responses included multiple reactions, such as “surprised but supportive,” or “uncomfortable at first but accepting” or had provisions attached such as “I wouldn’t care as long as he/she didn’t hit on me.”

Response Type



# Responding

          % Responding

1. Positive/Supportive/Accepting


109



33%

Typical responses included:

· We would have a party

· I would rejoice

· I would offer support & hope it would not change our relationship

2. Shocked/Surprised/”Weird”


39



12%

Typical responses included:

· Shocked and a little weirded out

· Surprised but okay

· Shocked and confused

3. Uncomfortable/Confused/Uncertain

35



10%

Typical responses included:

· I would feel a little uncomfortable, I would not know how to act

· Don’t know

· Immediate discomfort, but eventual acceptance

4. Neutral/Didn’t Matter/Wouldn’t Care

109



33%

Typical responses included:

· Not a problem

· I wouldn’t care either way

· Wouldn’t change a thing

5. Totally negative




19



6%

Typical responses included:

· Probably disgusted

· Be very uncomfortable & request a room change

· I would feel WAY weird

6. Didn’t have a roommate



5



1.4%

7. No answer given




78



23%

Multiple choice questions: Responses are given as percentages.

1) Year in school: 

Freshman 30,
 Sophomore 27, 
Junior 22, 
Senior 21,
 no answer 1.

2)  Your gender identity: 

Female 60, 
Male 39, 
no answer 1.

3)  Your college: 

A&S 67, 
Engineering 12,
Business 20,
no answer 1.

4)   Do you belong to a fraternity or sorority? 

Yes 7, 

No 92, 
no answer 1.

5)  Do you live on campus? 

Yes 60, 
No 39, 

no answer 1.

6)  Do you identify yourself as LGBTQ student? 

Yes 12, 
No 86, 

no answer 2.

If no, please answer the following four questions.

7)   Do you feel comfortable around people of all sexual orientations? 

Yes 80, 
No 10, 

no answer 11.

Trends: Women, A&S and Off Campus students were more likely to respond yes than their counterparts.

8) Do you have any friends that are LGBTQ? 

Yes 68, 
No 22, 

no answer 10.

Trends: Women, A&S and upper classmen were more likely to respond yes.

9) Do you know of any students who are LGBTQ (in your classes, in your residential learning community, in your clubs or sports teams)? 

Yes 54, 
No 36, 

no answer 10.
Trends: Women and upper classmen were more likely to respond yes.

10) Would you be supportive if your best friend trusted you enough to tell you that he or she is LGBTQ? 

Yes 86, 
No 3, 

no answer 11.

11)  If you are a member of a religion or faith tradition, do you know what the position of your religion is on homosexuality? 

Yes 60, 
No 1, 
Not sure 20, 
Not a member 13, 
no answer 5.

12)  If you are a member of a religion or faith tradition, do you find it supportive of LGBTQ people? 

Yes 20, 
No 53, 

Not a member 20, 
no answer 7.

13)   Are you under the impression that all students, faculty, and staff at SCU should be heterosexual because this is a Roman Catholic university? 

Yes 6, 

No 92, 

no answer 3.
Trends: LGBTQ students were more likely to say yes.

14)  Do you believe that LGBTQ people should remain silent about their sexual orientation? 

Yes 10, 
No 87, 

no answer 3.
Trends: Upper classmen, women and A&S students were more likely to say no.

15)  If you found out that your professor were LGBTQ, would you choose NOT to take that class? 

Yes 2, 

No 96, 

no answer 2.

16)  Do you know what the rainbow flag represents? 

Yes 78, 
No 18, 

no answer 5.
Trends: Women were more likely to say yes.

17)   Do you feel that SCU is a safe and inclusive environment for LGBTQ students? 

Yes 52, 
No 38, 

no answer 11.
Trends: Upper classmen, women, A&S, off campus and LGBTQ students were more likely to say no.

18)  Should this be an important goal of the university? 

Yes 76, 
No 18,

no answer 5.
Trends: Upper classmen, A&S were more likely to say yes. Athletes and fraternity/sorority members were more likely to say no. 

Appendix B

“Survey for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning

Undergraduates at SCU who are at least 18 years old”

This survey was voluntary and anonymous.

There were 30 responses, percentages are given below.

1) Year in school: 

Freshman 37, 

Sophomore 17, 
Junior 13, 
Senior 33.

2)  Your gender identity: 

Female 37, 
Male 60, 
no answer 3.


Please rate the following statements from 1 = Strongly Disagree to 7 = Strongly Agree.

3)  SCU students make me feel welcome: 

1: 3%, 2: 10%, 3: 23%, 4: 17%, 5: 23%, 6: 13%, 7: 10%
 
average = 4.3

4)  SCU students make me feel safe: 

1: 3%, 2: 7%, 3: 3%, 4: 37%, 5: 33%, 6: 3%, 7: 13%, 


average = 4.5

5)  SCU staff make me feel welcome: 




average = 5.5

1: 3%, 2: 0%, 3: 10%, 4: 20%, 5: 13%, 6: 23%, 7: 30%, no answer 7%     













6)  SCU staff make me feel safe: 





average = 5.6

1: 0%, 2: 0%, 3: 7%, 4: 20%, 5: 10%, 6: 30%, 7: 30%, no answer 3%       













7)  SCU faculty make me feel welcome: 




average = 5.4

1: 3%, 2: 0%, 3: 0%, 4: 30%, 5: 13%, 6: 17%, 7: 33%, no answer 3%    
 

8)  SCU faculty make me feel safe: 





average = 5.7

1: 0%, 2: 0%, 3: 3%, 4: 20%, 5: 17%, 6: 20%, 7: 37%, no answer 3%        


9)  I can be myself at SCU: 

1: 17%, 2: 10%, 3: 7%, 4: 20%, 5: 17%, 6: 10%, 7: 20%

average = 4.2.

10)  I do not have to censor my speech at SCU: 

1: 17%, 2: 10%, 3: 17%, 4: 33%, 5: 3%, 6: 0%, 7: 20% 

average = 3.8.


11)  I have experienced gay bashing (verbal or physical harassment) at SCU: 

Yes 30, 
No 70.

12)  I have witnessed gay bashing (verbal or physical harassment) at SCU: 

Yes 50, 
No 50.

13)  I am out to (check all that apply):

No one 20, 
close friends only 60, 

my family 20, 



most people 13, 
everyone 10.

