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WELCOME!

This is the third edition of the International Students Newsletter for 2003.  International Student Services was delighted to receive some very positive feedback from readers of the last edition and we hope that you will enjoy this one.

We send a particularly warm welcome to the students who joined SCU this Fall and we hope you found the International Orientation Program held on September 17th both informative and fun.  If you have any suggestions for the content of future programs, we would love to hear from you. 

Just a reminder that International Student Services is in Room 214 of the Drahmann Center located on the second floor of the Benson Student Center.  International Student Services is here to help and advise you and you should not hesitate to contact us on any matter. If you have any specific requests that are not being addressed, let us know and we can work together to find solutions. Please feel free to contact Gillian August-Thorp at 554-5260 or Jackie Tan at 408-551-7090.
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES

WALK-IN HOURS
Monday through Friday

1:00-4:00 P.M.

For an appointment outside of the walk-in office hours, please contact the Drahmann Center Front Desk at 408-554-4318.  Please feel free to stop by during our walk-in office hours or call to make an appointment. We also encourage you to visit the International Student Web Site at www.scu.edu/F1
Fall International Orientation

The Orientation in September, just before the fall term began, was a great success. New students from overseas were welcomed to the University and then heard about the administrative arrangements, followed by sessions on immigration matters, health insurance, adjustment issues, study abroad, and employment opportunities.  There was also a social hour in which both new and current students had a chance to mingle.  A delicious lunch was served while students talked about the cultural and social life of California.  The day concluded with a campus tour and SEVIS document check-in.  The following link shows photographs of some of our international students enjoying the day: http://www.scu.edu/f1/pic.cfm  

Thank you to all who presented at the Orientation!

SEVIS

As many of you are aware, in January the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) began the new electronic process called SEVIS to track F-1 students on college campuses.  Now the school is informed through SEVIS when each of our international students arrives in the U.S.  Also, the school is now required to make reports to BCIS on all it’s foreign students who hold an F-1 visa.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO YOU?

· Stay in status: Do not drop classes without permission from an international student advisor.

· Do not work off campus without prior authorization.

· Register and attend school full-time each term you are studying in the U.S.

· Report any change of name or address to ISS within 10 days.
· Discuss with an international student advisor any plans to travel, to change your immigration status, to stop school, or to transfer to another school.
· Inform an international advisor of any change of major.
· During the course of a study within one program level, an F-1 nonimmigrant can only be authorized on ONE occasion to reduce his or her course load due to academic difficulties, and must resume a full course at the start of the next available term or session, excluding summer session.
· Part-time CPT (curricular practical training) no longer constitutes a reduction in course load.  If you engage in a part-time internship you must still enroll full-time.
· Although a reduced course load in a student's final term is still permitted, you are now required to seek approval from the DSO before the start date of your final term.
· In the case of an illness or medical condition, an F-1 student may be authorized to reduce course load for a period not to exceed 12 months in aggregate.  A licensed medical doctor or psychologist must provide medical documentation to the DSO. 
· In instances such as a death in the family, unforeseen financial hardship, ISS may authorize you to withdraw from classes.  In such cases, you will be afforded a 15-day grace period in which to make and complete arrangements for travel and departure.
· In instances where you never register for classes or withdraw without ISS authorization, you are not afforded the 15-day grace period.
· Students in F-2 status (dependents of an F-1) are not permitted to enroll full-time.
· An F-1 student must be enrolled full-time for one full year before engaging in practical training.  Please note that the language has changed from "9 consecutive months" to "one full year."
· OPT applications can be submitted up to 90 days prior to completing "one full academic year."  F-1 students can no longer apply for OPT after completion of studies.  An application must be submitted BEFORE.
· Any violation of your visa status requires us to terminate your status in SEVIS—remember that maintaining your status it is ultimately your responsibility.
· Under SEVIS this termination becomes a permanent part of the immigration record and may affect any future immigration applications.

· It is not uncommon for students in such a situation to blame the school for their violations even though they

don’t read our letters, don’t look at our website, or never bother to consult our office to seek advisement on decisions that they are making.

· Ultimately your immigration status, knowledge of regulations and deadlines are your responsibility—not ours.  So, please ask if you do not understand.
LOOK AT YOUR I-20!

Each term you should take out your I-20 document and review it. First of all, look at item number 5 where we list your major, such as Engineering or Law. Have you changed your major?  If so, please notify ISS immediately.  The next item to check is the date for completion of your studies at SCU, which is listed under item 5. You are considered “out of status” if your I-20 has expired.  So please notify ISS if you need an extension before your I-20 expires.  
ADDRESS MAINTENANCE
In the event of a change to your local or foreign address please notify ISS within 10 days.  You will need to fill out the address change form with ISS and we will in turn notify BCIS and update your information in the SEVIS System.
In addition to notifying ISS you will need to update your address with the school.  You may use the self-service functions in ecampus to perform this update: http://www.scu.edu/ecampus/
Please remember that the local address must be your physical address (where you actually live) and may not be a post office box number.  This address should equal MAILING in ecampus.  Also, the PERMANENT address must be your foreign address, not a US address.
SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATE

The Social Security Office will no longer issue social security numbers for any purpose except work.  If you are offered a job on campus, you need to request that the potential employer write a letter for you to take to the Social Security Office.

You will also need a letter from ISS.  Please do not request a letter if you do not plan to work on campus.  Unfortunately, the advisors cannot support your request if your purpose is for a driver’s license or to open a bank account. 

DID YOU KNOW?

· Santa Clara University has 364 students on the F-1 visa.

· These students represent 53 different countries including:
Austria, Belgium, Belize, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Dominica, France, French Polynesia, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Korea (Republic of), Kuwaysia, Macau, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Russian Federation, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Vietnam, and Yugoslavia.

· The total number of students on non-immigrant visas at SCU is approximately 800.
· The Chronicle of Higher Education has SCU listed in the “Top 40 Masters Programs” that enroll foreign students: http://chronicle.com/stats/foremain.htm
EMPLOYMENT

· All paid off-campus employment must be authorized by ISS before you begin working.

· Employment is limited to students in specific programs. For complete information, please visit the following employment web page: http://www.scu.edu/F1/empl-offcampus.cfm.

· You may not begin off-campus employment until you have completed one year of full-time studies.

· Part-time CPT no longer constitutes a reduction in course load.

TRAVELING?

If you are planning to depart the United States during the Winter vacation or anytime soon, please remember that you need to have the back of your I-20 signed. Please note that at this time, the U.S. State Dept. and BCIS have not changed their regulations regarding re-entry to the U.S. 

Nevertheless, it is paramount to note that all international students on F-1 visas need to travel with the following documents if you wish to re-enter the U.S. after an absence. To re-enter the United States, the international student will be required to show the immigration official at the port of entry a current passport, a valid F-1 visa, and the Form I-20 ID endorsed for travel within the past six months.  Students are encouraged to carry official transcripts, latest financial documents and enrollment verification as some students have been asked to provide these documents at the point of entry.

For up-to-date U.S. Department of State travel warnings please visit: http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html#s 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUB

Who are we:

International students (YOU!), and non-international students who simply have international interests.  The club has two main functions:

1. to integrate foreign students with the rest of the SCU student body

2. to have fun!

What do we do?

We hold meetings and plan our club events, including dinner, the cinema, and a few weekend trips.  Last year our activities included:

· Lake Tahoe

· International Food Fair

· Yosemite National Park

· Great America Park

· Dinner at Munks Café and California Pizza Kitchen.

Why Join?

Organizing events for big groups costs less, and it’s a way to meet many Americans during your time here, as well as other international people.

What’s next?

The International Club communicates primarily through email.  If you wish to join or have your name added to the email distribution list, please contact Lindsay with International Programs at: SCUInternationalclub@hotmail.com 
Club information provided by International Programs.

THINGS TO DO…PLACES TO GO

Remember what Dr. Oveissi said at the International Orientation?   “It is important to take time out of your busy schedules to relax and have fun.”  In this newsletter we feature shopping malls, museums, and mystery spots as suggested sites to visit.  

Shopping in Silicon Valley is plentiful.  The area has many fine shopping malls catering to both expensive upscale and more economical discount stores.  Most of the malls have a variety of restaurants and many specialty stores.   Some of the local malls, discount stores, and markets include:

Valley Fair – (Upscale)

2801 Stevens Creek Blvd, Santa Clara

408-248-4450

Santana Row – (Upscale)

Open air shopping and cafes
SAN JOSE (Corner of Winchester & Stevens Creek)
TEL 408 551 4600

Santana Row Farmer's Market – (Moderate)

Organic market open year-round

Market Hours 

Wednesdays 4:00pm - 8:00pm 

Sundays 9:00am - 2:00pm

Vallco Fashion Park – (Moderate)

10123 N. Wolfe Road, Cupertino

408-255-5660

Mervyn’s Plaza Shopping Center – (Moderate)
2010 El Camino Real, Santa Clara

408-243-8800


K-MART Shopping Center – (Discount)

3700 El Camino Real, Santa Clara

408-247-2400
San Jose Flea Market – (Discount)

Blend of bargains, international foods, and fun.  Open Wednesday through Sunday from dawn to dusk.

408-453-1110

MUSEUMS

Tech Museum of Innovation, The
408-294-8324
San Jose Museum of Art
408-271-6840

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum
408-947-3636

Portuguese Historical Museum

http://www.serve.com/phsc/index.shtml 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

http://www.sfmoma.org/
Asian Art Museum of San Francisco

http://www.asianart.org/ 

Museum of the City of San Francisco 

http://www.sfmuseum.org/   
MYSTERIOUS SITES

Winchester Mystery House
Visitors can tour the house and gardens once owned by wealthy widow Sarah Winchester, who kept construction going on the 160-room Victorian mansion for 38 years.

http://www.winchestermysteryhouse.com/ 

Mystery Spot

Within the Mystery Spot you will be baffled as the laws of physics and gravity cease to exist.  Hoax or unexplained phenomena?  You decide…
http://www.mysteryspot.com/index.html 


 HAVE A WONDERFUL FALL QUARTER!


 

Please remember that you must contact ISS immediately if you change your address, change your name or dependent’s legal name, need a reduction in course load, or graduate early or prior to your program end date.

If you have received this email in error or would like to be taken off the international student mailing list, please contact Jackie Tan at Jtan@scu.edu 

Tel: 408-554-4318 (Drahmann Front Office); fax: 408-408-554-2709

Gillian August-Thorp 408-554-5260 or Jackie Tan 408-551-7090
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Visit us on the Web!     ( (     www.scu.edu/f1     


