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International Student Newsletter

International Student Services

Drahmann Advising & Learning Resource Center
2nd Floor of Benson Student Center, Room 214.

http://www.scu.edu/F1  
Tel: 408-554-5260; 408-554-4318

WELCOME!

Welcome to all new and returning international students!  We here at International Student Services (ISS) hope that you are all adjusting to life at Santa Clara University.  We enjoyed meeting those of you who attended the winter orientation program. We would like to invite and encourage all of you to visit us at International Student Services, located on the 2nd Floor of the Benson Student Center, Room 214.  Our office exists to provide services and support for your needs.  If you have requests that are not being addressed, please let us know and we can work together to find solutions. Please feel free to contact Gillian August-Thorp at 554-5260 or Jackie Tan at 408-551-7090.
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES

WALK-IN HOURS
Monday through Friday

1:00-4:00 P.M.

For an appointment outside of the walk-in office hours, please contact the Drahmann Center Front Desk at 408-554-4318.
Please feel free to stop by during our walk-in office hours or call to make an appointment. We also encourage you to visit the International Student Web Site at www.scu.edu/F1
IMPORTANT IMMIGRATION UPDATES

  As most of you have already heard, schools across the country who enroll foreign students are mandated to be SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System) compliant by January 30th. For those of you who are not aware of SEVIS, it is a tracking system that facilitates timely reporting and monitoring of international students and exchange visitors in the United States.  SEVIS is an Internet-based application for electronically tracking and reporting on foreign students. SEVIS enables schools to transmit electronic information to the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) throughout a students program.
HOW DOES SEVIS AFFECT ME AND WHAT CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE F-1 REGULATIONS?

· After January 30, 2003, SCU must issue a SEVIS Form    I-20 to all incoming students.  In addition, SCU must issue a SEVIS Form I-20 to current students who need a new Form I-20 because of a reportable event.

· Once a student has been issued a SEVIS Form I-20, SCU is mandated to make monthly reports to INS on the student’s status (please see page 2 of newsletter for reporting requirements).

· No later than August 1st, every current student must have a new SEVIS I-20.  ISS will inform you when it is time to get a new SEVIS I-20.

· During the course of a study within one program level, an F-1 nonimmigrant can only be authorized on ONE occasion to reduce his or her course load due to academic difficulties, and must resume a full course at the start of the next available term or session, excluding summer session.
· A reduced course load must consist of at least half the clock hours required for a full course of study.
· Part-time CPT (curricular practical training) no longer constitutes a reduction in course load.  If you engage in a part-time internship you must still enroll full-time.
· Although a reduced course load in a student's final term is still permitted, you are now required to seek approval from the DSO before the start date of your final term.
· In the case of an illness or medical condition, an F-1 student may be authorized to reduce course load for a period not to exceed 12 months in aggregate.  A licensed medical doctor or psychologist must provide medical documentation to the DSO. 
· In instances such as a death in the family, unforeseen financial hardship, ISS may authorize you to withdraw from classes.  In such cases, you will be afforded a 15-day grace period in which to make and complete arrangements for travel and departure.
· In instances where you never register for classes or withdraw without ISS authorization, you are not afforded the 15-day grace period.
· The importance of notifying the DSO and obtaining permission for withdrawal from classes cannot be overemphasized.  All F-1 students wishing to take a reduced course load MUST see Gillian August-Thorp (DSO) BEFORE doing so.
· Students in F-2 status (dependents of an F-1) are not permitted to enroll full-time.
· An F-1 student must be enrolled full-time for one full year before engaging in practical training.  Please note that the language has changed from "9 consecutive months" to "one full year."
· OPT applications can be submitted up to 90 days prior to completing "one full academic year."  F-1 students can no longer apply for OPT after completion of studies.  An application must be submitted BEFORE.
WHAT INFORMATION WILL SCU HAVE TO REPORT TO INS UNDER SEVIS?

No later than 30 days following the deadline for registering for classes, the school is required to report that the student failed to register. Furthermore, during each term or session, and no later than 30 days after the deadline for registering for classes, schools are required to report the following registration information:


· Whether the student has enrolled at the school, dropped below a full course of study without prior authorization by the DSO, or failed to enroll;


· The current address of each enrolled student; and,


· The start date of the student’s next session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter.


Within 21 days of a change of any information, schools will be required to report the following information to INS:


· Any student who has failed to maintain status or complete his or her program;


· A change of the student’s or dependent’s legal name or U.S. address;

· Any student who has graduated early or prior to the program end date;

· Any disciplinary action taken by the school against the student as a result of the student being convicted of a crime; and,

· Any other notification request made by SEVIS with respect to the current status of the student. 
SPECIAL REGISTRATION
It is important that ALL international students visit the following INS web page to check if you fall under the category for Special Registration: http://www.ins.gov/graphics/lawenfor/specialreg/index.htm 
WHAT IS SPECIAL REGISTRATION?
Special Registration is a system that will let the government keep track of nonimmigrants that come to the U.S. every year. Some of the approximately 35 million nonimmigrants who enter the U.S. – and some nonimmigrants already in the U.S. -- will be required to register with INS either at a port of entry or a designated INS office in accordance with the special registration procedures. These special procedures also require additional in-person interviews at an INS office and notifications to INS of changes of address, employment, or school. Nonimmigrants who must follow these special procedures will also have to use specially designated ports when they leave the country and report in person to an INS officer at the port on their departure date.

If you meet the requirements for Special Registration you MUST register with a designated INS office. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact ISS.

Traveling

If you are planning to depart the United States during the Winter vacation or anytime soon, please remember that you need to have the back of your I-20 signed. Please note that at this time, the U.S. State Dept. and the INS have not changed their regulations regarding re-entry to the U.S. 

Nevertheless, it is paramount to note that all international students on F-1 visas need to travel with the following documents if you wish to re-enter the U.S. after an absence. To re-enter the United States, the international student will be required to show the immigration official at the port of entry a current passport, a valid F-1 visa, and the Form I-20 ID endorsed for travel within the past six months. Students are encouraged to carry official transcripts, latest financial documents and enrollment verification as some students have been asked to provide the documents at the port of entry.

For up-to-date U.S. Department of State travel warnings please visit: http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html#s 

(  MAINTAINING FULL-TIME STATUS (
To avoid adverse consequences to your F-1 student status you must enroll full-time each term. The importance of maintaining full-time status cannot be overemphasized. If you need to take a reduction in course load please see Gillian August-Thorp at ISS to determine if you are eligible BEFORE classes begin.  The INS understands that there may be situations in which a student is unable to maintain a full course load and has made allowances for such situations, provided the student receives permission first.

In addition, you must contact ISS if you change your address, change your name or dependent’s legal name, need a reduction in course load, or graduate early or prior to your program end date.
Full Time Course of Study Per Term:
Undergraduates


12 Units

Law



8 Units

CP&E



9 Units

MBA



9 Units

Pastoral Ministries

9 Units

Graduate Engineering

8 Units

NOTE: Withdrawals (W) and audits (AUD) cannot be credited towards a full-time course of study.
EMPLOYMENT

· All paid off-campus employment must be authorized by ISS before you begin working.

· Employment is limited to students in specific programs. For complete information, please visit the following employment web page: http://www.scu.edu/F1/empl-offcampus.cfm.

· You may not begin off-campus employment until you have completed one year of full-time studies.

· Part-time CPT no longer constitutes a reduction in course load.

CAREER SERVICES

International students are reminded about the tremendous resource that is available in the Career Center. Their professional staff would be happy to assist you with your internship/job search and other career development needs. Long on to the Career Center Online, http://www.scu.edu/careercenter/ to register, find online assistance and information, and learn about important events that you won’t want to miss. Students can walk in or call the Career Center to sign up for a 15-minute same day appointment with a career counselor.  MBA students may schedule an appointment with Julie Krugman in the MBA Center at (408) 554-5291. Engineering students may schedule an appointment with Enzie Lagattuta at (408) 554-4420 at the Career Center.
UPCOMING EVENTS
· ISS will host a Tax Workshop at the end of February.  A date has not been set yet but stay tuned for confirmation date and time. As always, updates are made to our web site so check in with us on a regular basis.
“Declare Your Passion.”
· Undergraduates:  Have you declared a major yet?  How about a minor?  Interested in learning more about what other departments on campus have to offer?  

If so, come join us as the Drahmann Center hosts it’s 2nd annual Major Fair on February 5th from 12:00 to 2:30 P.M., in the Paseo Walkway and Parlors.  For questions please contact the Drahmann Center at 408-554-4318.

LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION?

How to find regulations - Has the federal regulations posted daily 

The Bureau of Consular Affairs U.S. Embassies/Consulates - U.S. embassies and consulates around the world 

Embassies of the world - Great way to see other countries and visit their embassies 

U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service - Has forms and regulations 

Social Security Administration - Addresses and locations of the local Social Security Administration offices 

What to do about visa denials - Why denials are given and what can be done about them 

Time zones of the world - Great for looking at time differences

Low–cost trips for international students - Low cost travel in the states 

International student organizations in America - Many choices on where to go 

Do you have legal concerns beyond your F-1 visa status?  If so, contact the East San Jose Community Law Center: http://www.scu.edu/law/esjclc/advice_clinics.html 

 

Please remember that you must contact ISS immediately if you change your address, change your name or dependent’s legal name, need a reduction in course load, or graduate early or prior to your program end date.

If you have received this email in error or would like to be taken off the international student mailing list, please contact Jackie Tan at Jtan@scu.edu 

Tel: 408-554-4318 (Drahmann Front Office); fax: 408-408-554-2709

Gillian August-Thorp 408-554-5260 or Jackie Tan 408-551-7090
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