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International Student Newsletter

Included in this quarter’s issue:
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NEW SEVIS Fee
Change in Photo Requirements
A Very Short Season for H-1B Applicants 
2006 Diversity Visa Lottery Opens in November

Employment Policy Reminders
Travel Outside of the U.S.
International Club

International Student Services (ISS) sends out a quarterly newsletter. Since it contains the latest information about immigration and ISS services, it is very important that you read it! We will try to keep it as short as possible.

WELCOME!
A warm welcome from International Student Services at

SCU! We at International Student Services (ISS) wish to extend a warm welcome to all new students. We hope your first quarter at SCU is challenging, resourceful and enjoyable! Thank you for becoming part of the SCU community for your academic pursuits. We’d also like to welcome back returning students. We are happy to see you again and hope you had a wonderful summer!

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES

WALK-IN OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

For an appointment outside of the walk-in office hours, please contact the Drahmann Center Front Desk at 408-

554-4318. Please feel free to stop by during our walk-in office hours or call to make an appointment. We also encourage you to visit the International Student Web

Site at: www.scu.edu/F1. We suggest that you take five minutes a month and visit our website to read the latest updates that we post regarding your immigration status, as well as changes in your ability to work and travel while a student at SCU.

FALL INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION
The Fall International Orientation hosted on Sunday, September 19th, welcomed 97 new F-1 international students to SCU.  The statistical breakdown for our new students is as follows: 

Fall 2004 Numbers and Country List (New F-1 Students):

UGRD Total:
47 (including 15 exchange students)

GRAD Total:
50

GRAD ENGR:
29

Law:

9

MBA:

8

CPE:

4

Total:

97
97 Students Representing 33 countries:

India – 14

Philippines – 11

Indonesia – 7

Taiwan - 6

China – 6

France – 6

Canada – 5

Hong Kong – 5

Japan – 4

South Korea – 4

Singapore – 3

Sweden – 2

Spain – 2

United Kingdom – 2

Vietnam - 2

Australia -1 

Belize – 1

Denmark – 1 

Norway – 1 

Italy – 1 

Iran – 1 

Germany – 1

Jamaica - 1  

Nicaragua – 1 

Nigeria – 1 

Turkey - 1

Thailand – 1

Portugal - 1

Egypt – 1

Eritrea – 1 

New Zealand – 1 

Pakistan – 1 

Venezuela – 1 

Again, a very warm welcome to each of you!
Thank you to all who presented at the Orientation!

NEW SEVIS FEE

Effective September 1, 2004: applicants for F-1 and J-

1 visas using form I-20 or form DS -2019 issued after

September 1, 2004 are required to file a form I-901. This form must be used to pay the $100 SEVIS fee BEFORE

FILING AN APPLICATION for an F-1 or J-1 visa at a U.S. Embassy or Consulate. The SEVIS fee may be paid by credit or debit card via the internet at:

https://www.fmjfee.com/index.jhtml or by check or money order mailed to the Student and Exchange Visitor Information Program along with the form I-901. Further information about the SEVIS fee and form I-901 can be found at: http://www.ice.gov/graphics/sevis/i901/faq.htm 
CHANGE IN PHOTO REQUIREMENTS 
In accordance with language specified in the Border

Security Act, USCIS announced a change in the photo requirements for all applicants from a three-quarter face position to a standard, full front face position which took to affect August 2, 2004. USCIS no longer accepts the three-quarter photographs. For more information on photo standards please visit the Department for State website at: http://travel.state.gov/passport/pptphotos/index.html or contact the USCIS National Customer Service Center at

1-800-375-5283.

A Very Short Season for H-1B Applicants
On October 1, 2004, the government announced that it has enough H-1B visa petitions in the pipeline to meet its fiscal 2005 quota (from 10/1/04 until 10/1/05). This means that no new initial H-1B petitions may be filed until April 1, 2005 other than for H-1B extensions or for other cap-exempt cases such as for persons employed at institutions of higher learning or at certain nonprofit research entities.

2006 DIVERSITY VISA LOTTERY OPENS IN NOVEMBER 
On September 29, the Department of State (DOS) released a notice covering eligibility requirements and application procedures for the 50,000 immigrant visas available through the 2006 Diversity Immigrant Visa Program. Applications from eligible persons will be accepted from November 5, 2004, through January 7, 2005. To read the DOS notice, access: http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants_types_diversit
y3.html   
EMPLOYMENT POLICY REMINDERS
· All paid off-campus employment MUST be authorized by ISS before you begin working.

· You may not begin off-campus employment until you have completed one year of full-time studies.

· Part-time Curricular Practical Training (CPT) does not constitute a reduction in course load.

· Employment is limited to students in specific programs. For complete information, please visit the following employment web page at: http://www.scu.edu/F1/empl-offcampus.cfm or contact International Student Services (ISS).

TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.
· To re-enter the United States after a temporary leave of absence, international students will be required to show the immigration official at the port of entry a current passport, a valid F-1 visa, and the Form I-20 ID endorsed for travel within the past 12 months. Students are encouraged to carry official transcripts, latest financial documents and enrollment verification as some students have been asked to provide these documents at the point of entry.

· US-VISIT Program: US-VISIT is an automated entry/exit system that will be applied to all visitors to the U.S., including F-1 and J-1 students and scholars.

· For up-to-date U.S. Department of State travel warnings please visit: http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html#s 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUB

Who are we?
International students (YOU!) and non-international students who simply have international interests.  The club has two main functions:

1. to integrate foreign students with the rest of the SCU student body

2. to have fun!

What do we do?

We hold meetings and plan our club events, including dinner, the cinema, and a few weekend trips.  Last year our activities included:

· Trip to Lake Tahoe

· Yosemite National Park

· Dancing in San Francisco 
· A feast catered by a Salvadorian restaurant 

Why Join?

Organizing events for big groups costs less and it’s a way to meet many Americans during your time here, as well as other international people. So far this quarter we have had an international potluck and a pumpkin carving party. Other events are scheduled for later in the quarter.

How do I join the club?
The International Club communicates primarily through email. If you wish to join or have your name added to the email distribution list, please contact Tessa Carter

(International Club President):

SCUInternationalclub@hotmail.com 

 HAVE A WONDERFUL FALL QUARTER!


Please remember that you must contact ISS immediately if you change your address, change your name or dependent’s legal name, need a reduction in course load, or graduate early or prior to your program end date.

If you have received this email in error or would like to be taken off the international student mailing list, please contact Gillian August-Thorp at Gthorp@scu.edu 

Tel: 408-554-4318 (Drahmann Front Office); fax: 408-408-554-2709

Gillian August-Thorp 408-554-5260
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Visit us on the Web!     ( (     www.scu.edu/f1     


