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International Student Services (ISS) sends out a quarterly newsletter. Since it contains the latest information about immigration and ISS services, it is very important that you read it! 
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Welcome
Welcome to all new students who arrived at Santa Clara this Fall and Winter. We look forward to serving your F-1 needs while you study here at Santa Clara. Please remember that we are here to help you with any immigration questions or issues you may be facing. We hope that your transition so far has been smooth. Please contact ISS if there is any way we can help ease the whole process of acclimation for you.
STAFF CHANGES
Ariel Lee, our new student intern, has joined the ISS team this Winter. Ariel is a junior in the undergraduate program and is majoring in Communications.  She adds flavor to our already international office, having been born in Taiwan and raised in both Taiwan and Hong Kong. She immigrated to the United States a while back and has since traveled extensively throughout the world. She is fluent in Mandarin Chinese and is another friendly face and person who is here to help you out. 
OPT REMINDER:

If you have graduated and have started your Optional Practical Training, please remember to bring in a copy of your EAD card when you receive it so that we can have it on record. You may also fax us a copy of the card to: 408-554 -2709. Thank you. 

If you plan to graduate this March, please be sure to turn in all your OPT paperwork BEFORE graduation. You are ineligible to apply after graduation. For those graduating in June, you will want to start your OPT process by the end of March or early April.

WORKING IN THE USA: Employment Workshop
International Student Services will be hosting an employment workshop in collaboration with the Career Center on Wednesday, February 21st, from 3–5 pm in the Kennedy Commons. This is a good opportunity to learn about American job search methods (i.e. resume writing, interviewing, etc.) as well as review your employment options as an F-1 student at Santa Clara University. Light refreshments will be served.
EMPLOYMENT REMINDERS
· All paid off-campus employment MUST be authorized by ISS before you begin working.
· All F-1 status students are eligible for on-campus employment.
· Employment is limited to students in specific programs. For complete information, please visit the following employment web page at: http://www.scu.edu/F1/empl-offcampus.cfm or contact International Student Services (ISS).
TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.
· To re-enter the United States after a temporary leave of absence, international students will be required to show the immigration official at the port of entry a current passport, a valid F-1 visa, and the Form I-20 endorsed for travel by a DSO within the past 12 months. Students are encouraged to carry official transcripts, latest financial documents and enrollment verification as some students have been asked to provide these documents at the point of entry.

· US-VISIT Program: US-VISIT is an automated entry/exit system that will be applied to all visitors to the U.S., including F-1 and J-1 students and scholars.

· For up-to-date U.S. Department of State travel warnings please visit: http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html#s 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB

Who are we?
International students (YOU!) and non-international students who simply have international interests.  We try
to integrate foreign students with the rest of the SCU student body and to have FUN!
What do we do?

We hold meetings and plan our club events, including dinner, the cinema, and a few weekend trips. 
To join the international club, please e-mail Colleen Carr, at CMCarr@scu.edu. The club communicates primarily through email and you can choose which events best suit your interests and schedule.
TAX FILING INSTRUCTIONS

Please note that All foreign students must complete the form 8843.  Those of you with United States source income must file a tax return (1040NREZ) if you meet the filing requirements.  A nonresident who received any wages last year must file a tax return by April 15, 2007.

IRS Forms:

F-1 students file either Form 1040NR or Form 1040NR-EZ.  Form 1040NR is 5 pages long and can accommodate all types of income and expenses.  Form 1040NR-EZ is only 2 pages long and is limited to specific situations.  For information on which form to fill out please visit the following link: http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=96431,00.html

· 1040EZ and Instructions: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040nr.pdf 

· 1040NR: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040ez.pdf 

· 8843: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf  

All forms must be mailed to:

Internal Revenue Service

Philadelphia, PA 19255

*Remember to keep a copy of everything you submit to IRS*

If you require assistance in filing any of the above forms please contact one of the following organizations for FREE legal advise:

Tax Payers Assistance at 1-800-829-1040.  The phone line is open Monday through Friday from 4am to 7pm.

Catholic Charities - Zanker

2625 Zanker Road -- 95134

By Appt. Only, call (408) 325-5124

Also, the following website from the University of Texas at Austin can be used and is designed specifically to help foreign students meet their U.S. tax obligations: http://www.utexas.edu/international/taxes/.  UTA welcomes users from across the nation to access their site.

In addition, students are welcome to call the IRS Philadelphia Service Center to assist you over the phone or email IRS with your questions. That phone number is 215-516-2000 and the email address is www.irs.gov/taxlaw  - then select alien issues. 

Frequently asked questions:  http://www.irs.gov/faqs/index.html
We hope to hold a Tax workshop for our F-1 students in March. Please check your emails from our ISS intern, Ariel Lee, for announcements. 
COFFEE MORNINGS: 

International Student Services would like to start having Coffee mornings on a monthly basis. What is a Coffee Morning?  It is an informal weekly gathering providing an opportunity to get acquainted with other international students at SCU. Spouses are also welcome. The topics of discussion will be decided upon by participants. We also hope to have special guest speakers. The first Coffee Morning will be held on Wednesday, February 14th, from 10-11 am in the Drahmann Center Conference Room. Please RSVP to Ariel Lee via email: AHLee@scu.edu.   Refreshments will be served.
WINTER WALK-IN OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

9:00 am-12:00 noon
The Winter Walk-in Office Hours will remain the same. Please continue to observe the allotted hours for walk-in times and remember to always call in advance to make an advising appointment in the afternoons. Thank you!

 
Add to the Newsletter
If you have any fun announcements, or would like to submit your own work to the Cross-Cultural Column, please send in your work to Parinaz or Gillian. We are sorry to inform you that we did not have any entries for our cross-cultural column for this quarter’s newsletter. We hope to get many contributions for our Spring issue!
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HAVE A WONDERFUL QUARTER!
Please remember that you must contact ISS immediately if you change your address, change your name or dependent’s legal name, need a reduction in course load, or graduate early or prior to your program end date.

If you have received this email in error or would like to be taken off the international student mailing list, please contact Ariel Lee at AHLee@scu.edu. 
Tel: 408-554-4318 (Drahmann Front Office); Fax: 408-554-2709

Gillian August-Thorp in the office Wednesday-Friday: 408-554-5260 or gthorp@scu.edu
Parinaz Zartoshty in the office Monday-Wednesday: 408-551-7090 or pzartoshty@scu.edu
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Visit us on the Web!     ( (     www.scu.edu/f1     
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