
DO NOT COPY OR DISTRIBUTE 
 
TESP4: The Christian Tradition (Fall 2017) 
 
Section One: Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30-10:30am. 
Section Two: Tuesday and Thursday: 2-3:40 pm. 
 
Instructor: Rev. Mark P. Fusco, S.J. 
 
Office: Kenna Hall: Room 323E 
 
Office Hours: Wednesday 10-11 am 
 
Phone: (408) 554-035 
 
Email: mfusco@scu.edu 
 
Classroom: Kennan 105 
 
 
Course Description: An exploration of fundamental theological themes presented 
through scriptural, scholarly and various artistic sources.  
 

Purpose of the Core Course in Religious Studies  

One of the central aims of the Core Curriculum is to aid the student’s exploration and 
practice of spiritual practice, ethical action, personal identity and the academic study of 
religious belief from historical, cultural, and critical vantages.  
Course Goals  

1. Students will be able to express a critical understanding of the theological 
foundations of Christian tradition. 

2. Students will better understand the historical, philosophical and theological 
elements of artistic explorations of the spiritual dimensions of the human person.  

3. Students will be able to converse on at least two different unique cultural and 
artistic presentations of theological themes.  

4. Students will be able to describe and evaluate the positioning of Christian themes, 
Catholicism in particular, within the larger practices of global religious and secular 
art worlds.  

5. A rudimentary apprehension of the study of theological aesthetics will be grasped.  

Religious Studies Department Goals (RSDG’s)  

1 
 



1. Students will develop a critical vocabulary and approach to religious studies and 
its theological, anthropological, cultural, historical, social, political and artistic 
appropriations.  

2. A variety of artistic mediums and genres will be employed to introduce the 
relationship between the arts and religious inquiry.  Students will develop critical 
skills by reflectively engaging descriptive accounts of religious themes.  

3. Dogmatic and meta-reflective questions concerning theological themes will be 
undertaken by the student.  

Core Curriculum Learning Goals and Objectives (LO’s)  

1a. Students will be able to describe and compare the central ideas and practices 
from several religious traditions and from at least two globally distinct regions 
(Knowledge of Global Cultures; Complexity; Ambiguity). Hereafter cited as LO1. 
1b. Students will be able to use critical approaches to reflect on their own beliefs 
and the religious dimensions of human existence (Critical thinking; Complexity; 
Reflection). Hereafter cited as LO2. 
Core learning goal 1a (e.g. LO1) will be fulfilled by demonstrating an understanding 
of some of the central tenets, propositions, scriptural narratives, spiritual practices 
of Christianity, as well as, an understanding of how these elements were 
communicated artistically.  In this way the student will better appreciate the 
philosophical, theological, historical, cultural and spiritual motivations behind 
various examples of religious art and further how artistic vision has a privileged 
place in exploring the mysteries of the Divine.  The artwork studied in the course 
will be drawn from around the globe and reflect a variety of genres and 
materials—as directed in LO2.  The course will provide the student with a 
rudimentary grasp of some of the key elements used in the discipline of theological 
aesthetics.  

Required Books (Note: You must bring books to class as indicated on the 
Schedule): 

The Catholic Study Bible, 2nd Edition, Donald Senior (Editor) and John J. Collins 
(Editor), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011 (ISBN-13: 978-0195297768, ISBN-10: 

0195297768).  Hereafter cited as CSB. 
Peter Feldmeier, The Christian Tradition: A Historical and Theological Introduction 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2017). 

 

Camino required materials: 
Please check Camino for class notes, study questions, etc.  

Assessment and Grading: 100 points possible  

10 points: Informed participation:  
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Class is mandatory and attendance will be noted.  If you must miss a class, you 
should inform the instructor in advance when possible, and you are responsible for 
making up missed work.  Thoughtful conversation and respectful conduct to peers 
and the professor are required.  

Students are required to participate regularly in class discussions. Full credit will be 
given for active, informed participation directly concerning the text, film, or website 
under consideration. This grade includes active listening, group work, and 
homework. In class, the professor will occasionally solicit and/or accept personal 
points of view to begin or encourage discussion, however, off-topic comments will 
not count in this grade as it is essential to the course of study to discuss ideas in 
readings and/or questions raised on the assignment topics.  Only students who 
consistently demonstrate a close reading of the homework and actively participate 
in class discussions and assignments will receive an ‘A’ in this area. Three or more 
unexcused absences will reduce this grade to 0. (LO 1 and LO2).  Regardless of the 
circumstances, this class cannot be passed if a student misses 8 or more classes. 

20 points: A Reflection Paper: A particular theological theme or question (e.g. 
Transfiguration, Suffering, Creation, etc.) will be explored by comparing two 
different artistic renderings or exploration into said event. The art chosen to 
explicate the theological concern must reflect two different cultural sources or 
historical periods.  The paper will be 5 pages in length and follow MLA formatting 
dictates.  (LO1). (Due: Nov. 16th). 
 
40 points: 4 Quizzes. Quiz may consist of short answers, fill in the blank, and/or 
essay. In-class. (LO1 and LO2).  (Re: Sept. 28th, Oct. 17th, Oct. 26th and Nov. 30th).  

10 points: a critical response paper (2 pages). (LO1 and LO2).  In this paper the 
student will reflect on how a particular art form or work of art explicates their own 
understanding and/or personal experience(s) of one of the following mysteries: evil, 
suffering, divine revelation, sacrifice, the relationship between whole and part 
(universal and individual), Trinitarian Identity, Creation, covenant, law, Jesus Christ 
or the immaterial order. (Due Oct. 5th). 

20 points: Test (Re: Nov. 7th) 

 

ASSESSMENT/GRADING  

A (95-100)         A- (90-94)          B+ (87-89)        B (86-87)        B- (80-82)  

C+ (77-80)         C (73-77)            C- (70-72)  

D+ (6o-69)        F 60 and below.  
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Accepting late papers is at the professor’s discretion—any late paper loses one 
letter grade for each day it is late.  An explicit and defendable thesis statement that 
is argued in an organized and logically consistent manner focuses an “A” paper. 
English usage problems detract from such a paper, as would, a paper unable to 
anticipate possible objections to its point of view.  

 
Academic Integrity  
  
The Academic Integrity pledge is an expression of the University’s commitment to 
fostering an understanding of -- and commitment to -- a culture of integrity at Santa 
Clara University. The Academic Integrity pledge, which applies to all students, states: 
 

I am committed to being a person of integrity. I pledge, as a member of the Santa 
Clara University community, to abide by and uphold the standards of academic 
integrity contained in the Student Conduct Code. 

Students are expected to uphold the principles of this pledge for all work in this class. For more 
information about Santa Clara University’s academic integrity pledge and resources about ensuring 
academic integrity in your work, see www.scu.edu/academic-integrity. 
 
 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
Plagiarism or academic dishonesty in any form (as described in the Student Conduct 
Code) will result in a failed grade for the project, and possibly for the course. All 
allegations of academic dishonesty will be reported to the department chair and 
Office of Student Life. For a full presentation of University policies concerning 
plagiarism, see: 
http://scu.edu/studentlife/resources/upload/Academic-Integrity-brochure-2014.p
df 

In order to avoid the sanctions applied to cases of academic dishonesty, 
please make sure that you properly cite all sources that you utilize in your writing, 
including works that are directly quoted or paraphrased, as well as works used as a 
source of information. This includes both print and online sources. Your paper 
submissions must consist of your own writing, and any direct quotations or 
paraphrasing from other works must be properly cited. 

 
 
Disabilities Resources  
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If you have a disability for which accommodations may be required in this class, please 
contact Disabilities Resources, Benson 216, http://www.scu.edu/disabilities as soon as 
possible to discuss your needs and register for accommodations with the University. If 
you have already arranged accommodations through Disabilities Resources, please 
discuss them with me during my office hours.  

 
While I am happy to assist you, I am unable to provide accommodations until I have 
received verification from Disabilities Resources. The Disabilities Resources office will 
work with students and faculty to arrange proctored exams for students whose 
accommodations include double time for exams and/or assisted technology. (Students 
with approved accommodations of time-and-a-half should talk with me as soon as 
possible). Disabilities Resources must be contacted in advance to schedule proctored 
examinations or to arrange other accommodations. The Disabilities Resources office 
would be grateful for advance notice of at least two weeks. For more information you 
may contact Disabilities Resources at 408-554-4109. 
 
 
Accommodations for Pregnancy and Parenting 
 
In alignment with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and with the California 
Education Code, Section 66281.7, Santa Clara University provides reasonable 
accommodations to students who are pregnant, have recently experienced childbirth, 
and/or have medical needs related to childbirth. Pregnant and parenting students can 
often arrange accommodations by working directly with their instructors, supervisors, or 
departments. Alternatively, a pregnant or parenting student experiencing related medical 
conditions may request accommodations through Disability Resources.  
 
 
Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct (Title IX) 
 
Santa Clara University upholds a zero-tolerance policy for discrimination, harassment 
and sexual misconduct. If you (or someone you know) have experienced discrimination or 
harassment, including sexual assault, domestic/dating violence, or stalking, I encourage 
you to tell someone promptly. For more information, please consult the University’s 
Gender-Based Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct Policy at http://bit.ly/2ce1hBb or 
contact the University's EEO and Title IX Coordinator, Belinda Guthrie, at 
408-554-3043, bguthrie@scu.edu. Reports may be submitted online through 
https://www.scu.edu/osl/report/ or anonymously through Ethicspoint 
https://www.scu.edu/hr/quick-links/ethicspoint/ 
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Use of Technology  

Unless expressly granted by the professor all use of computers, recording devices, 
phones or other technologies is prohibited in the classroom.  The classroom is a 
place set aside for learning and the sharing of ideas—it is thus analogously a 
“sanctuary” or “sacred space”.  We must practice “mindfulness” and be “present” to 
others in the class and thereby foster a space of mutual respect where ideas can be 
freely exchanged.  

NOTE: No taping of any kind may occur without explicit written permission from 
the professor and Disability Resources. 

Reporting Practices 
 

While I want you to feel comfortable coming to me with issues you may be 
struggling with or concerns you may be having, please be aware that there are some 
reporting requirements that are part of my job at Santa Clara University. 
For example, if you inform me of an issue of harassment, sexual violence, or 
discrimination, I will keep the information as private as I can, but I am required to 
bring it to the attention of the institution’s EEO and Title IX Coordinator. If you 
inform me that you are struggling with an issue that may be resulting in, or caused 
by, traumatic or unusual stress, I will likely inform the campus Student Care Team 
(SCU CARE).   
 

If you would like to reach out directly to the Student Care Team for 
assistance, you can contact them at www.scu.edu/osl/report.  If you would like to 
talk to the Office of EEO and Title IX directly, they can be reached 
at 408-554-3043 or by email at bguthrie@scu.edu.  Reports may be submitted 
online through www.scu.edu/osl/report or anonymously through 
Ethicspoint: www.ethicspoint.com. Additionally, you can report incidents or 
complaints to the Office of Student Life (OSL), Campus Safety Services, and local law 
enforcement.  For confidential support, contact the Counseling and Psychological 
Services office (CAPS), the YWCA, or a member of the clergy (for example, a priest or 
minister).  
 
 Finally, please be aware that if, for some reason, our interaction involves a 
disruptive behavior, a concern about your safety or the safety of others, or potential 
violation of University policy, I will inform the Office of Student Life. The purpose of 
this is to keep OSL apprised of incidents of concern, and to ensure that students can 
receive or stay connected to the academic support and student wellness services 
they need.  
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS  

This schedule may change and it is the student’s responsibility to remain current in 
all assignments. 

Lectures 

Lecture 1: Introduction (Sept. 19). 

Read: Feldmeier, 1-14, > 29-33  

Lecture 2: Philosophical Themes (Part 1) (Sept. 21). 

Read: see Camino & Handouts. 

Lecture 3: Creation and Sacrifice (Sept. 26). 

Read: Genesis 1-2 and Feldmeier, 14-18, study notes 

Lecture 4: Covenant, Law and Community: (Sept. 28). 

Read: Feldmeier 18-26, 29, Exodus: 20:3-4, & Handouts. 

Quiz #1 (LO1). 

Lecture 5: Evil and Suffering (Oct. 3). 

Read: Luke 4: 1-13 (Temptation in Desert), Mt. 27: 11-26 (Christ Before Pilate), 

Feldmeier, 58-60, 80-82, 202-203 & 346-47. 

Lecture 6: Prophecy & Justice: The Rise of Capitalism/Just war (Oct. 

5). 

Read: Feldmeier, 26-29, 178-188, 338-340 & Handouts. 

Critical Response Paper due. (LO1 & LO2). 

Lecture 7: Trinitarian Identity (Oct. 10). 

Read: Handouts 
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Lecture 8: Christology & Imperial State (Oct. 12). 

Read: Feldmeier, 65-77, 92-108 & Handouts 

Lecture 9: Theophany (Oct. 17). 

Read:  Mk 9: 2-9, Feldmeier, 117-126 & Handouts. 

Quiz # 2 (L01 & L02). 

Lecture 10: Augustine’s Theory of Vision (Oct. 19).  

Read: Mrk 9:2-9, Feldmeier, 117-126 & Handouts 

Lecture 11: Icon & Image (Oct. 24). 

Read: Feldmeier, 141-144 & Handouts. 

Lecture 12: Sacraments and Grace (Oct. 26). 

Read: Feldmeier, , 82-86, 136-140, 144 & Handouts. 

Quiz # 3 (L01 & L02). 

Lecture 13: Theological Issues in Film (Oct. 31).  

 

Lecture 14: Theological Issues in Film (Nov. 2). 

 

Lecture 15: TEST (Nov.7). 

 

Lecture 16: Mission and Monasticism (Nov. 9). 

Lecture 17: Contemplation: Silence as the Music of the Spirit (Nov. 14). 

Lecture 18: The Holy Spirit & the Classical Art (Objective Order) (Nov. 

16). 

Reflection Paper Due (L01 & L02). 

Lecture 19: Romantic and Postmodern Art (Subjective 

Order)/Mysticism & the Feminine  (Nov. 28). 
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Read: Feldmeier, 194-196, 140-44 and 340. 

Lecture 20: Rise of University (Nov. 30). 

Read: Feldmeier, 186-188, 197-202. & David Foster Wallace, This is Water (Youtube). 

Quiz # 4 (L01 & L02). 
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