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TESP 4 - 06 The Christian Tradition  (35926) 
Spring 2016     12:10-1:50 pm   Kenna 306 
 
Jean Molesky-Poz, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies, Santa Clara University 
 
 
Office:  Kenna 307    
Hours: T/TH 10:15-11:15; 
Contact: jmoleskypoz@scu.edu 
 

  
 
This foundation course in Christian theology examines humanity’s quest for the living God/ the Absolute Mystery within the 
Christian tradition. While many students at Santa Clara University self-identify as Christians, the objective in this course is to 
examine Christianity not from a faith-perspective, but as a subject of intellectual inquiry. 
 
Our approach is both anthropological and theological. Anthropology concerns itself with understanding human experience.  
Theology is a critical reflection upon the human experience of God. Theological anthropology looks at human experience 
with a view to catching glimpses of the Mystery of God, the glory of God’s purpose for humanity.  In this course, we are 
going to approach Christian understandings of God from diverse cultural, socio-political, gender, and evolutionary contexts, 
that is, examine frontiers in the Theology of God. 
 
 
REQQUIRED TEXTS 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich.  The Cost of Discipleship. NY:  Simon & Schuster. 1995. ISBN 0-684-81500-1 
Boyle, Greg.  2010.  Tattoos of the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion.  Simon and Schuster. I 

SBN 9781439153154 
Johnson, Elizabeth. 2007 A Quest for the Living God. New York: Continuum. ISBN 9781441174628 
 
These texts will be supplemented by other readings mainly excerpted from larger works of poetry, biography, theology, 
saints’ lives and spiritual writing.  (These sources appear in CANVAS.  We also read as ‘texts’ images and themes in art, 
architecture, and film, which will serve as the bases for written efforts and discussions.  
 
There will be regular reading assignments from the Christian Scriptures (the Bible); students may bring either NAB or NRSV 
version in hard copy, or find pertinent passages online at: http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ 
 
 
COURSE GOALS 
 
At the end of this introductory course, students should be able to: 
 
1.   Inquire into the possibility of faith/belief in light of modern challenges, including being able to explain to some extent an 
understanding of religious experience by identifying and articulating his or her own subjectivity and interiority; 
 
2.   See, articulate, and apply the relation of lived-experience (transcendental dimension of the human person) to religious 
reflection, inquiry, language, symbol and conceptual knowledge in various historical and cultural contexts; 
 
3.   Identify the basic historical and theological foundations and developments of key doctrines (Creation, Incarnation, 
Trinity, Grace) in light of their effective history, gaining thereby a sense of historical consciousness. 
 
4.   Understand and explain the relevance of the Christian faith to contemporary issues, and be able to evaluate different 
theological methods; 
 
5.   Describe and evaluate religious pluralism within Christianity (e.g., cultural, political, socio-historical, gender-specific 
interpretations) and between Christianity and other religions (inter-religious dialogue). 
 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL GOALS 

1. Students question and probe religion for what it reveals about human beings, their diverse societies, traditions, 
convictions and aspirations; 

2. Students use diverse materials and demonstrate formal postures of inquiry into religion and in order to go beyond 
simple description of religion to a reflective engagement with it; 

3. Students propose and investigate the “big questions” – that is, the meta-reflective questions that ask how and 
why we ask the questions that we do about religion. 
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CORE CURRICULUM LEARNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
This course fulfills Santa Clara’s Core Requirement for RTC 1. 
1a.  Students will be able to describe and compare the central religious ideas and practices from several traditions or within 
one, and form at least two globally distinct regions. (Knowledge of Global Cultures; Complexity; Ambiguity) 
1b.  Students will be able to use critical approaches to reflect on their own beliefs and the religions dimensions of human 
existence (Critical thinking; Complexity; Reflection) 
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 
All assignments will assess fulfillment of learning goals 1a and 1b: 
 
Consistent thoughtful and active participation: University level discourse, critical reflection, and designated in-class 
facilitating of course materials are required. Students are expected to prepare brief, written reflections on assigned readings 
in advance, which will support inclusive, thoughtful engagements with the texts.   
Notes should address: 1) Responses to questions posed on CAMINO,  
                                 2) identify specific lines of texts or questions which you want to raise for discussion.  
 
Occasionally, students will be asked at the beginning of class to identify through “speed-dating” or on paper, responses to 
reading prompts posted on CAMINO. These responses will be tallied within your participation grade.    
 
Working groups of 2-3 people will assume responsibility for initiating class discussion by identifying specific ideas or 
passages in the assigned readings and raising questions that engage course material. In some cases, the group will 
introduce a particular chosen figure/theological contribution, and analyze how the figure embodies a “quest for the Living 
God” within the Christian tradition.  Use of textual analysis or creation of a PowerPoint incorporating images and texts is 
encouraged.  The group is responsible to craft the following: 

a. a one-page summary of the author’s argument; 
b. a bullet point description of the central evidence and/or analysis used by the author 
c. 2-3 questions that engage the course material thus far with the author’s contribution. (Refer to Bloom: 2,3,4,6: 

comprehension, analysis, application, evaluation)   
 
One day before the class meeting, submit the above to me at jmoleskypoz@scu.edu, including the title and author of the 
article, the names of your group.   
Divide the responsibilities as you decide is best. The group earns the same grade.  
 
No electronics are permitted in class: (laptops, “hidden” ipads, cell/smartphones, pagers, mp3 players, etc).  
 
Three unexcused absences during the quarter will result in the drop of one letter grade.  Three tardy attendances equal one 
absence.   
 
Midterm exam (20%) is based on course texts, lecture material, class discussion and applied theology.  
Format: objective and essay. 
 
Critical Reflection Essay (10%): Students write one three-page essay.  
Essay #1.  Your position to Christianity, or to the Transcendent, through your experience prior to this class (one 1/2–two 
pages), and one page documenting a shift or new understanding of Christianity, in light of Gregory Boyle’s text and class 
discussion.   First draft of two pages due: Tuesday, April 5th in class. Final three-page text: by Sunday, April 10th, post on 
CAMINO, Sunday by midnight.   
 
 
Critical Reflection Essay (40%)  Guidelines posted on CAMINO. 
 
Criterion for Evaluation 
Participation 15 
Group presentation 15 
Essay 10 
Midterm 20 
Critical Reflection Essay 40 
 
Extra Credit Essay.  Students may attend a lecture opportunity (Villarin, S.J. The Pope, the Poor, the Planet, April 6th ) or 
Christian worship service unfamiliar to you (African-American, Latino, Vietnamese, Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox), 
and to elaborate on how attending this service is an expression of the Christian Tradition, and how it relates to the “quest 
for the living God/Absolute Mystery” with explicit reference to Rahner’s theology and to the Johnson text.  Guidelines posted 
on CAMINO.  Post Tuesday, May 24th on CAMINO. 
 
 
POLICIES 
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Attendance at all class meetings, on-time completion of assignments, and full participation in the experiential learning 
component of this class. University level discourse, critical reflection, and designated in-class facilitating of course materials 
are required in this course. Preparation of required reading/participation in class sessions is essential and required.  Student 
teams will facilitate selected classes (*).  There will be a quiz each week of the first five weeks of class, and then 
intermittently.  Three unexcused absences during the semester will result in the drop of one letter grade.  Three tardy 
classes equal one absence.  15% 
 
Incompletes, Plagiarism and Cheating.  Late papers, make-up exams, or incompletes are not acceptable except under 
unusual circumstances and with prior permission.  Please speak with me in anticipation of a problem.   In accordance with 
the Student Handbook, plagiarism and cheating of any kind are a serious breach of morality and can lead to expulsion. 
Violations of academic integrity through cheating or plagiarism will result in a failed grade for the assignment and potentially 
for the course.  
   
Disability Accommodation:  If you have a documented disability for which accommodations may be required in this 
class, please contact Disabilities Resources, Benson 216, www.scu.edu/disabilities, as soon as possible to discuss your needs 
and register for accommodations with the University. If you have already arranged accommodations through Disabilities 
Resources, please initiate a conversation with me about your accommodations during my office hours within the first two 
weeks of class. Students who are pregnant and parenting may also be eligible for accommodations. Accommodations will 
only be provided after I have verification of your accommodations as approved by Disabilities Resources, and with sufficient 
leadtime for me to arrange testing or other accommodations.  For more information you may contact Disabilities Resources 
at 408-554-4109. 
 
 
Academic Integrity:  Please see the universities policy regarding academic integrity.  
 http://www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-Integrity.cfm 
 
 

Readings should be completed prior to class time on the date they appear. 

 


