
Iris Stewart-Frey

Members of the EJ & Common Good Initiative will present our take-aways from the 
four international Catholic conferences on integral ecology that we participated in 
this summer.

Thanks to the Ignatian Center for supporting us to participate in them.



Chad Raphael

The global context is increasingly urgent and difficult: Presentations at each 
conference highlighted the acceleration of the degradation of socio-ecological systems, 
which poses a profound and urgent threat to human and planetary well-being. Time is 
running out to avoid multiple tipping points, after which we may not be able to undo 
damages to our common home for generations or centuries. At the same time, the political 
context is worsening as the U.S. Administration’s withdrawal from the Paris Accords and 
from providing foreign aid is giving other governments a license to backtrack from their 
commitments to social, climate and environmental justice. Civil society organizations and 
educational institutions need to fill this leadership gap as best we can.

Action-oriented hope, drawing on Laudato Si’, is increasingly important in public 
discourse: A common theme across the conferences is that Laudato Si’ and Jesuit 
education must provide the kind of hope that sparks well-informed and strategic action to 
walk with the most vulnerable, and to care for our common home and its inhabitants. Pope 
Francis’ analysis, which Pope Leo appears to support fully, continues to offer a compelling 
and unifying framework that integrates action for environmental and social justice with 
personal and spiritual transformation. 

See https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2025/06/19/environmental-justice-lessons-for-a-new-
dark-age-testimonies-from-the-frontlines-of-climate-change/ 



Chad Raphael



Chad Raphael



Iris Stewart-Frey

SCU is making a unique contribution to Jesuit education as a thought leader on 
community-engaged research for environmental justice: We were invited to present to 
these international conferences as recognized authorities on how Jesuit institutions can 
collaborate with each other and with community partners to address the ecological crisis 
through community-engaged research conducted by faculty and students, and how to 
provide faculty development that supports teaching and research on ecological justice. 
These efforts were recognized as models for expanding to Jesuit education networks 
globally. This is one of SCU’s distinct strengths in thought leadership that already exists 
and does not need to be invented anew. It is rooted in the communities most vulnerable to 
the crisis. We should continue to participate actively in international networking and 
collaborative projects that draw on our strengths and the collective capacities of Jesuit 
higher education.

SCU is making significant contributions to realizing the Jesuits’ Universal Apostolic 
Preferences: A recent survey of the implementation of Jesuit Universal Apostolic 
Preference 4 (Caring for Our Common Home), presented at several of these summer 
conferences, recommends additional efforts in areas that we at SCU are addressing now: 
enhancing ecological education, empowering and benefiting marginalized communities, 
scaling our impacts by promoting justice and rights, and tackling systemic challenges. 
These are powerful rationales we can use in proposals to Catholic funders and donors.
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Chris Bacon

The mural is from a series of arti procured by Luis Bueno (Guararema, Brasil, 1980),

We should discern which of the following opportunities to collaborate and lead we 
want to prioritize and resource now: Here are some actions that were highlighted at all 
four conferences:

● Forming an IAJU Sustainability Network with regional and/or thematic nodes and an 
Environmental Justice Observatory that puts integral ecology into practice with 
demonstrable results. This network and observatory might  facilitate collaboration to 
monitor, study, and disseminate information about  environmental conditions and 
changes. They might also support transdisciplinary collaboration on research 
projects that inform advocacy. 

● Sharing models for implementing and evaluating sustainability strategic plans and 
policies, as well as ecological formation, with students and staff. This might involve 
creating platforms and opportunities to share institutional policies and programs, 
planning models, and collaborative teaching, research, and student exchanges. 

● Establishing a shared University Socio-Environmental Responsibility evaluation 
model to assess progress toward our goals.



SCU and our Environmental Justice & the Common Good Initiative could respond in 
several additional specific ways:

● Developing signature projects based on the framework of integral ecology that are 
community engaged and that center student learning. These could be built in 
collaboration with other Jesuit universities and other campus units (e.g., the Ignatian 
Center, the Miller Center, the Markkula Center, the Frugal Innovation Hub, the Center 
for Sustainability, etc.)

● Collaborating on a virtual Laudato Si’ Conference with Javariana and other 
universities that we have begun to network with at the conferences we were part of 
this summer. 

● Partnering with universities in South America (Javariana), Mexico (ITESO), and the 
U.S. (Loyola University Chicago, Gonzaga, and perhaps Fordham) to develop a 
proposal to create an Environmental Justice Observatory in the Americas.

● Developing student exchange activities and other joint projects with IAJU member 
institutions.



Chris Bacon

Chris led a panel including Nancy Tuchman (Founding Dean, School of Environmental 
Sustainability, Loyola University Chicago), Provost Maria Adelaida Farah (Javeriana), Fr. 
Roberto Jaramillo, SJ (Secretary for Social Justice and Ecology, Rome), Rev. Dr. Pravene 
Martis, SJ (St. Aloysius University, India), and Fr. François Kabore, SJ (founding President, 
Kosyam Jesuit University of Science, Burkina Faso), who explored how Jesuit institutions 
can scale climate action and deepen community-engaged environmental justice.
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Debt cancellation for poor countries.
1. Strengthening the Loss and Damage Fund to support those most affected 

by the climate crisis.
2. A just energy transition that respects human rights and prioritizes 

sustainable livelihoods.
3. Promotion of food sovereignty through agroecological practices.


