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Alfred L. Kroeber – U. C. Berkeley 
The “Father” of California Anthropology wrote in1925

n The Costanoan group
is extinct so far as for
all practical purposes
are concerned.

n (Handbook of the Indians of California, Kroeber 1925)



Then, Who Are These Muwekma Ohlone Indian Women 
Dolores Sanchez and Rosemary Cambra at the Sunol – Geary Ranch?



Who are the Muwekma Ohlone?
The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe is comprised of all of the
surviving Native American lineages who are
aboriginal to the greater San Francisco Bay region
and whose ancestors were missionized into Missions
Dolores, Santa Clara and San Jose and who
comprised the historic BIA documented Federally
Recognized Verona Band of Alameda County.

The Muwekma Tribe became Federally Recognized
after the discovery of the 18 unratified (1851-52)
treaties and through the Congressional Homeless
California Indian Appropriation Acts of 1906 and 1908
and through other federal actions during later years.
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San Francisco Bay Area 
Ancestral Homeland of the Muwekma Ohlone 

(Northern Costanoan)

Muwekma Ohlone

Muwekma Ohlone



n

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Ohlone Indians at Mission Dolores (1816)



House of Bourbon King Carlos III of Spain 1759-1788



Gaspar de Portolà – Fray Juan Crespi (1769)
Juan Bautista De Anza (1776) Expeditions Bautista De Anza



Ethnohistoric Descriptions of Political Authority
A Historical, Political, and Natural Description of California
n Lt. Commander Pedro Fages noted in 1775 in his narrative

A Historical, Political, and Natural Description of California :

n Besides their chiefs of villages, they have in every district
another who commands four or five villages together, the
village chiefs being his subordinates. Each of them collects
every day in his village the tributes which the Indians pay him
in seeds, fruits, game, and fish. ...

n The subordinate captain is under obligation to give his
commander notice of every item of news or occurrence,
….(1937:73-74).



Distribution of SF Bay Area Tribal Groups (1769)
and the First Spanish Ship San Carlos in the Bay (1775) 



Spanish Packet San Carlos 1775



Ethnohistoric Descriptions of Political Authority (1775)

In 1775 the packet vessel San Carlos commanded by Captain Ayala
entered San Francisco Bay within northern Costanoan territory, Father
Santa Maria observed :

n “There was in authority over all these Indians one whose kingly
presence marked his eminence above the rest. Our men made a
landing, and when they had done so the Indian chief addressed a
long speech to them...

n After the feast, and while they were having a pleasant time with the
Indians, our men saw a large number of heathen approaching, all
armed with bows and arrows. ...

n The number of Indians who had gathered together was itself
alarming enough. There were more than four hundred of them,
and all, or most of them, were of good height and well built”

n (Galvin 1971:51-53).



East Bay Cholvon Warriors (1816)



Mission San Francisco (1776)



n
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Ohlone Indians at Mission San Francisco  (1816)



Bay Area Indians at Mission San Francisco (1816)



Mission Santa Clara de Thámien
Founded January 12, 1777

6000 Indian Neophyte Burials at 3rd Mission 1781-1818



Mission San Jose (established 1797)
4000 Indian Neophyte Burials at Mission Ohlone Cemetery 1800s -1925



Ohlone Dancers Mission San Jose (1806)

Langsdorff Expedition



From 1777 to 1834 Runaway Neophytes (Indians) were Rounded up 
by Spanish Military and Indian Auxiliaries 



Secularization of the Missions (1834-1836)
Mission Santa Clara (Clareño) Ohlone Indian 
Lopé Yñigo was Issued a Land Grant in 1844



Yñigo’s Land Grant: Posolmi Rancho, Las Positas de las Animas 1844 

Ynigo
Reservation



Powerful Californio Landowning Elites:
Antonio Maria Suñol Married 

Maria de los Dolores Bernal in 1823



Powerful Californio Landowning Elites:
Juan Pablo Bernal (Suñol ‘s Brother in Law) was 

Co-Owner of Rancho Valle de San José near Pleasanton

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_Valle_de_San_Jose_(Bernal)


Powerful Californio Landowning Elites:
Antonio Maria Pico (Alcalde Pueblo San Jose, 1833-1839)

Married Maria del Pilar Bernal in 1831



Mission San Jose 1840 Baptismal Record
Maria de los Angels Colos (1839-1929)

Chochenyo Linguistic Consultant

Born on the Bernal Rancho, San Jose
1840 Feb 2, MSJ –B #7774
Maria Asuncion de Los Angeles
Father: Zenon (Patcha)
Mother: Joaquina (Pico)
Died ~ 1929



Sent by Senator Thomas H. Benton to Seize California 
John C. Fremont (1846)



United States Landed Forces in Mexico and Threatened Mexico City 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (February 2, 1848)



“John” Johann Augustus Sutter



California Gold Rush!
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California Gold Rush 49’ers



Gold Rushing Mining Areas



Water Canon Exposing Deposits



Destruction of Fishing Runs



Even though California became a State in 1850,
In 1851 President Millard Fillmore (1850-1853) and Congress 

Appropriated $100,000 to Treat with California Tribes for Purposes 
of Quieting their Aboriginal Title to the Lands in California



Lands to be Ceded and Set Aside in 1851-1852 Treaties

Lands to 
be set 
aside for 
Indians

Muwekma
Territory



California Governor Peter Hardeman Burnett

(November 15, 1807 – May 17, 1895)

January 7, 1851
Governor Peter Burnett first address
to the legislature stated:

"That a war of extermination will
continue to be waged between the
races, until the Indian race becomes
extinct, must be expected."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_15
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1807
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_17
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1895


Mission San Jose Baptism Records Ancestral Muwekma 
Ambrosia Binoco and Avelina Cornates (1864)



Kuksu Dance Regalia



High Lineage/Ceremonial Regalia
Collected in 1847 from Contra Costa County



Religious Revitalization:1870 Ghost Dance



Indian Religion and Dances Outlawed in the 1880s Reversed in 1978
Kuksu/Big Head Religious Revitalization (1917)



Tuupentak – Round House



Charlie, Rosie, Frank and Joe Nichols Niles School 1891



Phoebe Apperson Hearst Funded the Berkeley Anthropology 
Department and Invited A.L. Kroeber to Interview the Indians 

living at the Alisal Rancheria next to her Property



Alfred L. Kroeber – U. C. Berkeley 1904-1914 interviewed members of the 
Muwekma/Verona Band Community at Pleasanton and Niles

Jose 
Guzman

Angela  
Colos

Magdalena Armija

Pleasanton People



(Niles Rancheria) Washington Township, Alameda County, California
Muwekma Ohlone Federal Indian Population Census (June 4, 1900)
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Jose  
Guzman

George Santos

Catherine Peralta



(Alisal, Pleasanton Rancheria) Murray Township
Muwekma Ohlone Indian Population Census - June 23, 1900

Alameda County, California
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Angela Colos

Joseph Garcia

Paula



Avelina Cornates Marine  (India)
Death Record October 5, 1904
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Mission San Jose Baptism Records
Ambrosia Binoco and Avelina Cornates 1864



Maria Trinidad Gonzales Reyes and
Paula, circa 1905

Lived on the Alisal/Pleasanton Rancheria
Peregrina Piños and George Santos Marriage 

Photo, circa 1904
Lived on the Niles Rancheria

Members of the Verona Band, Alameda County, California
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Beginning of Federal Recognition
Charles E. Kelsey from San Jose was Named Special Agent for the California Indians, 

(1905-1913) by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
He Included the Muwekma living at Pleasanton and Niles Rancherias in Alameda County 

under the Jurisdiction of Indian Service Bureau
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Schedule showing non-reservation Indians in Northern California
Made by C.E. Kelsey, Special Agent for the California Indians, 1905-1906

Copied from the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Federal Recognition

Schedule 
showing

non-reservation 
Indians in 
Northern 
California

Pleasanton and Niles 
in Alameda County, 

California
Made by C.E. Kelsey, 
Special Agent for the 

California Indians, 
1905-1906
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Jose Guzman

Angela Colos

Magdalena Armija

George Santos



Death and Burial of Muwekma Children
Adolph Santos Death Record August 13, 1905
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Indian Cemetery
Mission San Jose

Indian



Ben Lewis Guzman Death Record June 16, 1907
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Buried at Mission 
San Jose/ Ohlone 
Cemetery

Indian



Mission San Jose Baptism Lawrence Nichols August 18, 1907 [Indian]

Indian



Letter to The President of the United States
From C.P. Larrabee, Acting Commissioner

Subject: Condition of California Indians - May 23, 1908 (cont.)

It is believed that Congress realizes this 
fully and if the money which has already been 
appropriated is insufficient to give every landless Indian 
a place which he may call his own, that later it will 
grant an additional appropriation for their benefit.

It is the intention of the Office to persist in 
the work that is now going on until every Indian has 
been cared for, and while it is impossible now to undo 
all that is past and restore the original owners of the 
soil to their possessions, the Congress will be asked 
from time to time, if necessary, to do what seems 
reasonable and enable the homeless Indians to have a 
fair start in life even at this late day.
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Pleasanton Township, Indian Town
Indian Population Census, May 14, 1910

Alameda County, CaliforniaIndian 
Town
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Angela  
Colos

Catherine  
Peralta

Mercedes 
Marine

Dario Marine

Albert Marine

Trinidad Gonzales



Dario Marine
Photo taken
circa 1927

Albert Arellano
Russell City, CA

Photo taken circa 1940

Members of the Verona Band,
Pleasanton Township, Indian Town, Indian Population Census

Alameda County, California
Lived on the Alisal, Pleasanton Rancheria

A Muwekma Ohlone Casita on the
Alisal Rancheria /

Verona Station / Hearst Property
Pleasanton, CA

circa 1905
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Letter to Hon. Franklin K. Lane
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

From Congressman John Raker
September 22, 1913

RE: Certain California Indians Under
18 Unratified Treaties

… “Message from the President of the United States, 
Communicating eighteen Treaties Made with 

Indians in California, of the following Tribes, …

(California Indian) 
1851 -52 treaties
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Muwekma 
territory 
within 

treaties
E & M



Letter to The Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C.
From C.E. Kelsey, Special Agent 

for the California Indians
Oct. 4, 1913

RE: Northern California Indians

None of the treaties mentioned in the
Senate document were ever ratified.

The Government took everything ceded in
the treaties and more, i.e. for example the

reservations, and paid nothing.

Absolutely no steps or measures have been
taken or had to extinguish the rights of the
tribes to the lands described in the treaties

unratified, in any way, shape or form.
The said tribes, or more properly, bands of

Indian are all…
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



The Indian Office did not even have record
of the 18 treaties until we dug them out

of the secret archives of the Senate.

Letter to The Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C.

From C.E. Kelsey,
Special Agent for the California 

Indians - Oct. 4, 1913
RE: Northern California Indians 

(cont.)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Indian Map of California
By C.E. Kelsey, Special Agent for 

the California Indians
1913

Alameda County,
*Verona 30

*Mission San Jose

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

INDIAN 
RANCHERIA



Edward W. Gifford – U. C. Berkeley 1914
Interviewed Angela Colos from the

Muwekma/Verona Band Community at Pleasanton 

Mūwêkma - gente 

Angela  
Colos



Letter to the Commission of Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C. 
From C. H. Asbury, Special Indian Agent – Dec. 7, 1914

RE: Use of the appropriation for the purchase of lands for the Indians of California
Verona 30
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Seven Muwekma Men Who Served During WW I
Fred Guzman Pvt.

Co. C, 110 Inf., (France)
28th Inf. Div. (1917-1919)

Toney Guzman, Pvt.
347th Field Art. (France)

91st Inf. Div. (1918-1919)

Henry A. L. Nichols, F1
US Navy, USS Oklahoma,
USS Arizona (1917-1919)

Joseph F. Aleas, Sgt.
Co. D., 21st MG Bn. (France)

7th Inf. Div. (1916-1920)

John “Jack” Nichols
59th Coast Artillery Corps 

Tank Division (France)
US Army  (1914-1920)

Franklin Guzman, Sgt. 
Fourth Brigade, Marines, 

2nd Division (France)
USMC (1916-1919)



ANNUAL REPORT - 1923
RENO INDIAN AGENCY
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ANNUAL REPORT (cont.) - 1923
RENO INDIAN AGENCY

Alameda Verona  30
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President Calvin Coolidge with Four Osage Indian Leaders in 
Front of the White House after Passage Citizen Act of 1924



Beginning of Academic Sentences of Extinction (1925)

Alfred L. Kroeber – U. C. Berkeley
The “Father” of California Anthropology wrote:

The Costanoan group is extinct
so far as for all practical
purposes are concerned.

(Handbook of the Indians of California, Kroeber 1925)

Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, 
Bulletin No. 78



Martin Guzman Death Record October 4, 1925 
(Last Muwekma to be Buried at Ohlone Cemetery)
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Buried at Mission San 
Jose Ohlone Cemetery

Indian



Politics of Erasure: Removal of the Verona Band
Sacramento Superintendent Lafayette Dorrington June 23, 1927

Dorrington was Investigated for Dereliction of Duty by Washington D.C. 
He Removed 135 Landless Tribal Bands from the list of Tribes Awaiting 

Land Purchase. The first was the Verona Band of Alameda County



Letter to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, Washington, D. C.

From L.A. Dorrington, 
United States Department of the 

Interior, Indian Field Service
June 23, 1927
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There is one band in Alameda County
commonly known as the Verona Band, …
located near the town of Verona; these
Indians were formerly those that resided in
close proximity of the Mission San Jose. It
does not appear at the present time that
there is need for the purchase of land for
the establishment of their homes.



Jose Guzman             Maria De Los Angeles Colos
(circa 1934) (circa 1929)

Muwekma Continuous Existence

J. P. Harrington Interviewed and Recorded 18 Muwekma Indians
Between 1921 - 1930

John Peabody Harrington
(1884 – 1961)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

J.P. Harrington Notes From An Interview With
Maria De Los Angeles (Angela) Colos, A Principal Chochenyo Language Informant

October 12, 1929

The Clareños were much intermarried
with the Chocheños.  The dialect(s)

were similar.

muwékma, la gente (the people)


